EDITORIAL

EDIC to
the rescue

At first glance, $3,000, even $10,000,
doesn’t sound like a lot of money, unless you
own a storefront or office-based business in
downtown Lynn or on one of the commercial
streets criss-crossing the city.

But the grants ranging between $3,000 to
$10,000 distributed by Lynn Economic De-
velopment & Industrial Corporation (EDIC)
made the difference between survival and
failure for 81 businesses across the city that
received the money from EDIC to offset
coronavirus’ devastating economic impact.

You have to scroll back to the fire that
scourged downtown Lynn in 1981, and prob-
ably back to the Great Depression to find an
economic blow that hit Lynn as hard as the
global pandemic.

It meant closing shops, laying off employ-
ees, shuttering restaurants or getting by on
filling takeout orders and watching business
literally disappear in a matter of days.

EDIC Executive Director James M.
Cowdell, working with Mayor Thomas M.
McGee and Community Development Direc-
tor James Marsh, secured stimulus and sta-
bilization money and got it into the hands
of business owners who needed it to survive
through the long spring.

Three out of four businesses aided through
EDIC’s efforts are owned by women and mi-
nority owners. Their names are familiar to
Lynn residents who count those proprietors
as family members, friends, neighbors and
proud Lynn business owners.

Here is a partial list of those businesses
provided by EDIC:

A&M Drinan, Inc. DBA Jack & Jill Hair
Salon

Aldo’s Beauty Salon

Appleton, Inc.

B Sweets Cakes and Desserts, Inc.

Beauty & Ink Studios

Beauty R Us DBA The Beauty Lounge

Beden Hardware

Christopher’s Cafe and Catering, LLC

Claribel’s Hair Salon

Conga Lounge & Restaurant

D&A Aesthetics Med Spa

D’Empanada’s

Amanda Leone DBA The Dapper Dog

Limitless Fitness

Lucy Nails Salon, Inc.

Lynnway Auto

Market Sq. Convenience

Melchris of Boston, Inc.

Morgan’s Garage

Quisqueya Food Mart

R.F. O’Sullivans

Robert’s Cleaners Inc.

Rolly’s Tavern

Rossetti Restaurant

Salem Information Services LTD

Santo Domingo Grocery

Unlimited Removal & Demo

Union Travel & Tours

These businesses are Lynn’s life blood. The
loss of even one store, office or shop is a blow
to the city.

Frances Martinez, executive director of
the 509-member strong North Shore Lati-
no Business Association, said it succinctly
when she commended EDIC for extending a
big helping hand.

“They have shown great concern for our
businesses.”

As coronavirus eases its stranglehold on
life, EDIC stands ready and willing to con-
tinue helping businesses and, by extension,
their employees and their families.
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