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The marina has
1o be repaired
regardless of
whether the city
keeps or sells it

EDITORIAL

Positive developments

for Lynn’s waterfront
Marina fix, ferry prep work encouraging signs

hera’s general consensus that Lynn's

I Waterfront Master Plan, with its vision

of a boardwaik, landscaped open spac-

es and a mix of new comumercial and residen-

tial buildings, will take years, likely decades,

to realize. But there are some positive things

happening now toward that end, to enhance
waterfront use today.

Bids for the desperately needed repair of
boat slips at the city-owned Seaport Marina
were due to be unsealed Monday, after the city
landed a $500,000 state grant which Lynn
Community Development Director James
Marsh says should cover 80 percent of the
project’s cost.

The grant is a significant victory for Mayor
Judith Flanagan Kennedy’s administration,
as well as the city’s Legislative delegation,
even though city officials including Kennedy
and Marsh have serious reservations about
the city’s continmed operation of the 28-year-
old marina.

“The gquesiion looming is once if's back
together what do we do? Do we sell it or do we
continue running it ourselves?” Marsh com-
menied recently to The Item, adding with no
boatyard, restaurants or shops on the marina
site, it’s a challenge to make it a profitable
operation.

Either way, it’s clear the marina has o be
repaired, and it’s especially welcome news for
boaters that four of the damaged docks will
be replaced this summer. And Marsh is now
focusing efforts on ensuring the marina does
not again fall into disrepair, and has applied
to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency for a grant to build a breakwater to
protect it from destructive storm surges.

Meanwhile, as the Item reported on Mon-
day, city officials are undaimted in their plan
to establish a Lynn-Boston commuter ferry
service, perhaps as early as 2014. The Lynn
Economic Development and Industrial Corp.,
since 2010, has received more than $2 million
in grants from the Seaport Advisory Council
to build a boat ramp and new seawall off Blos-
som Street Extension, and officials are confi-
dent an addition $2.6 million will be awarded
in June for dredging and dock construction.
What perhaps bodes well for that prospect is
that The Seaport Advisory Council, accord-
ing to EDIC Director James Cowdell, has com-
mitted to held its June meeting in Lynmn.

Even as the state grapples with a staggering
transportation budget deficit, with so much
money already devoted to preparation for a
Lynn ferry service, it would make little sense
to pull the plug on funding now.
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Natural gas units ideal for Salem Harbor Station

As both Salem’s Siate representa-
tive and House Chair of the Joint
Committee on Telecommunica-
tions, Utlities & Energy, [ wanted to
respond to The Item’s story regard-
ing Salem Harbor Station Mgy bie-
head questions plan for new Salem
power plant,” The Daily Itemn, April
9, 2015,

There is no guestion that the
impact of the appropriate redevel-
cpment of this site goes far beyond
the borders of Salem which I'm
sure is the reason why the North
Shore Chamber sponsored the
fornm and over 250 people attended.
The entire region has henefited
from decades of affordable and reli-
able energy At iis peak, this plant
could generate encugh electricity
for over 750,000 homes. Today, with
stricter emissions regulations and
abundant domestic supplies of nat-
ural gas, the plart will be shuttered
n June 2014, What's next?

We in Salem believe this is a great
cpporturity to transform cur water-
front. This site is 62 acres and one of
only 11 Desgignated Port Areas in the
Commonwealth. For over two cen-
furies, Salem Harbor has been a
working  induostrial/commercial
port — starting with fishing and
global rade and more recently as a
major coal terminal and power
plant. Anticipating the closure,
Mayor Kim Driscoll convened a
panel of experts to devise a vision
for future development of the site.
Public input revealed priorities of
site remediation (cleaning up site
and demolishing existing struc-
tures} and stabilization of Salem’s
tax base {the plant has been Salem’s
number one property 1ax payer for
decades). Additfionally, the existing
infrastructire of firansmission
lines and a 30-inch gas hub line
coupled with the likely retirement
of many mare oil and coal units as
soon as 2015, make Salem Harbor
the ideal location for repowering
with natiral gas units, Exactly how
many other sites within the Route
128 corridor are available for such
development? Alhough needed,
how many communities would sup-
port a new power plant?

While proud to be recently recog-
nized by the New England Clean
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John Keenan
*

With development
of new gas-powered
Leneration, Footprint is
committed to taking down
the existing structures
(building and stacks) and
opening up some 30-40
acres of waterfront to
development consistent with
Salem’s port designation.

*

Energy Council for efforts to pro-
mote renewable and competitive
energy in Massachusetts, 1 appreci-
ate the need to continne to develop
reliable base-load capacity at the
lowest cost to our businesses and
ratepayers, our constituents. By
passing the Green Communities Act
in 2008, Massachusetts has become a
leader in energy efficiency and
renewable development; however,
we must provide adequate reserve
capacity (gas generated power) for a
future of a more diverse and vark
able output (wind usually at its low-
est in the summer when energy
demand is highest).

‘With. the option of nothing but a
padlock on the gate in 2014 and little
chance of a site remediation expect-
ed to cost somewhere between $50-75
million, Senator Berry Mayor
Driscoll and T are equally thrilled
that Footprint has come forward

and is negotiating with Dominion
1o purchase the site and develop it
consistent with the desires of our
community While by no means a
done deal, we are encouraged by
positive feedback from both sides -
and pleased with extensive efforts
to appropriately accommedare the
needs of the hardworking employ-
ees Impacted by this transition.

Redevelopment of this site offers
a wonderful opportunity for Salem
and the entire North Shore. With
development of new gas-powered
generalion, Footprint is committed
to taking down the existing siruc-
fures (building and stacks) and
opening up some 3040 acres of
waterfront to development consis-
tent with Salem’s port designation.
This is quite possibly Salem’s most
important redevelopment project
in its history Our goais of cleaning
up the site, stabilizing and expand-
ing our tax base, and enhancing
our thriving tourism with develop-
ment of a new wharf and public
access will surely alsc benefit our
neighbors across the harbor:

It has been a pleasure to work
with Representative Ehrlich on
many energy and utilify issues as
she brings much expertise to the
discussion. As more details for this
project become public and avail-
able, I look forward to working
with. Representative Ehrlich and
Senator McGee and our entire local
delegation 1o make sure this proj-
ect works for Salem and the North
Shore. Whether redevelopment of
Salem’s waterfront or Lyan’s
waterfront, we understand we
must work together to accomplish
our goals. As our state and our
couniry atiempt to evolve to a
cleaner and greener energy in the
21st century, this project could
become a successful model for the
rest of the country as many coal
plants come to the end of their life
cycles. Tt can only happen by an
open process and cooperation
amongst our local delegation.

John Keenan, D-Salem, is siate
representative for Massachusetts’

Tth Essex District and chairman of the
legislature’s Joint Committee on Tele-
communications, Utilites & Energy.

Strauss has served
Swampscott well

To The Ttem Editor:

I am writing in support of Mat-
thew Strauss for another term
on the Swampscott Board of
Selectmen.

Mait was instrumentzal as the
chairman of the Board in the
recent hiring of Mr. Younger as
the next Town Administrator.

I believe it will be a henefit to
the towi to maintain an experi-
enced board familiar with the
current issues facing the town to
provide consistency and direc-
tion for Mr. Younger as he takes
over the ongoing business of the
town.

In addition, I believe the town
1s better served by having repre-
sentation of board members

LETTERS

board members reside in pre-
cinet 5; the only member of the
current board that resides in a
diffexent precinet is Mait Strauss
in Precinct 2. Since the challeng-
er, Mr, Kessler, also resides in
Precinet 5 there would be no rep-
resentation from other precincts
in town.

I believe there is a benefit to
having representation on the
Board of Selectmen of restdents
from different neighborhoeods
within the community. There is
no question in my mind that
there is the “other side of the
tracks,” literally, that separates
the guality of living for many of
the working class citizens and
elderly with limited finances
residing in less affluent sections
of town. While I do not mean to
insinuate that this board or pre-
vious boards do not have the best

more representation from across
the community to raise con-
cerns that impact some resi-
dents that others may not be
aware of.

I believe Mati undersiands the
issues that confront different
neighborhoods and he has dem-
onstrated his willingness to
bring forward these issues ina
fair and democratic way,

His dedication and commit-
ment to the job is admirable. As
everyone knows, the time com-
mitment of being a member of
an elected board or volunteer
board is substantial and many
are thankful for those willing to
step up to make our town a bet-
ter place for all.

It 1s for these reasons T urge
residents to consider Matthew
Strauss for another term on the
Swampscott Board of Selectmen.

from different precincts, Cur-
rently four of the five current

Kevin Donaher
Swampscott

interests of the town at heart, 1
do believe it's important to have




