At A Glance

Editor’s Note: The Daily
Item is pleased to print its
annual Progress Edition
today.

Despite the recession and
news of budget cuts on all
levels of government, there
indeed has been progress
made on projects in Lynn
and Greater Lynn, and
major new developments in
the business community.

Specific projects and
advancements with local
businesses and on the
municipal level are detailed
in this 20-page section.
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Lucia Lighting & Design
wired for success ..C2

This aerial view of Lynn’s South Harbor coastline shows the existing power line corridor route
in yellow, and in red, where the corridor will be moved to, with work set to begin this fall.

Lynn Web development firm,
Pearse Street Consulting
Inc., thrives with growth of
social media . ..... C4

Mall sees major growth
despite downturn in the
economy ......... C5

Border Cafe will soon open in
the Shops at Saugus com-
plex on Route 1 north . .C7

All Care VNA expands its
home care services . .C8

St. Jean’s Credit Union build-
ing new headquarters in
Lynn ............ C9

A Lynn-Boston ferry service is expected to begin in 2010. The total cost of the project is $3.1
million, including a pier large enough to hold three vessels and a commuter ferryboat ramp for
easy access. The first phase of the ferry project, improvements to the Blossom Street landing,
has been completed with $750,000 from the Seaport Advisory Council. The above image, from
the Lynn Chamber of Commerce, shows an example of what a Lynn ferry would look like.
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Advancement
seen on Lynn
waterfront plan

City preps for ferry service,
relocation of power lines

LYNN

By RoBIN KAMINSKI
THE DAILY ITEM

A number of large-scale proj-
ects are beginning to take
shape in Lynn, all of which
promise to change the image of
the downtrodden city:

The massive project to relo-
cate the South Harbor power
lines and the Waterfront Mas-
ter Plan are moving full steam
ahead, along with the creation
of a commuter ferry to shuffle
passengers back and forth to
Boston.

The massive power line relo-
cation would make way for the
waterfront land to be developed
and in turn recreate the once
booming economy downtown.

Ferry service is expected to
begin in 2010. The total cost of
the project is $3.1 million and
would create a pier large
enough to hold three vessels
and a commuter ferryboat
ramp for easy access.

The first phase of the ferry
project has been completed
with $750,000 from the Seaport
Advisory Council last year.
Three phases of the project

*

‘If you look back one
year ago to where we
are today, we’ve secured
ferry money and
state money for the
movement of the power
lines. We’ve made a
lot of progress.’

JAMES COWDELL

director of the Lynn
Economic Development &
Industrial Corporation.

*

remain to be completed.

James Cowdell, executive
director of the Economic
Development & Industrial Cor-
poration (EDIC) said the city
has made great strides in
achieving its goals.

“If you look back one year
ago to where we are today,

See WATERFRONT
PAGE C2

Medical building construction brisk on North Shore

By Davip Liscio
THE DAILY ITEM

DANVERS — Once known as
a sprawling Osram-Sylvania
lighting factory, the building
and its massive addition will
soon be home to an outpatient
medical center, the result of a
collaboration between North
Shore Medical Center (NSMC),
Boston-based Massachusetts
General Hospital (MGH), and
its corporate parent, Partners
HealthCare System.

Only months ago, NSMC
President Robert Norton
presided over a ground-break-
ing ceremony for the $122-mil-
lion project. At the time, the
concrete footings had been
freshly poured for the
planned structures - a 122,000-
square foot outpatient facility

and an 80,000-square-foot
medical office building at 100
Endicott St.

The facility is nearing com-
pletion. It will provide cardiac
diagnostics, suites for minimal-
ly-invasive  surgery;, and
advanced imaging services, as
well as serve as the expanded
home of the new MGH-NSMC
Cancer Center, a combined
oncology program. The build-
ings and parking lots will occu-
py only a fraction of the 41
acres of land overlooking
Route 128 and the Danvers
River. Services at the former
NSMC Cancer Center in
Peabody are relocating to the
Danvers facility.

“The medical community is
moving rapidly to an outpa-
tient setting,” said Norton, not-
ing that the ambulatory care

center is the culmination of
countless hours of planning
that involved hundreds of peo-
ple in many different fields of
expertise, as well as patients
and their families. “This will be
the most comprehensive ambu-
latory medical facility on the
North Shore.”

The outpatient center is
merely one of several medical-
related construction program
changing the face of healthcare
service along the North Shore.
In Peabody, the Lahey Clinic is
undergoing a  $50-million
expansion adjacent to the
Northshore Mall.

The Lahey Clinic was estab-
lished on the site in 1994 and
gradually outgrew its quarters

See MEDICAL
PAGE C2

The new Mass General / North Shore Outpatient Center is
nearly complete on Endicott Street in Danvers.

EVERYTHING IN LIGHTING

lucio

lighting & design

8,000 square feet of showrooms in a lovingly restored mansion

311 Western Avenue (RT-107), Lynn, MA 01904
888-595-0026 / 781-595-0026

www.lucialighting.com

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm Weds 9am-8pm



http://www.lucialighting.com
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Lucia Lighting and Design 1s Wired for Success

LYNN

When Lynn businessman
David Solimine, Jr. approached
Lighting Designer Lucy Dear-
born of Salem with the idea of
opening an upscale lighting
showroom in Lynn, he instant-
ly knew she was the spark that
would light up the North
Shore.

“As a businessman I saw this
enormous opportunity to fill
an unmet need with tremen-
dous talent,” says Solimine.
The pair lovingly restored an
8,000 square foot grand man-
sion into 12 showrooms with
over 1,000 lighting fixtures and
displays that Boston Magazine
dubbed a “lighting nirvana.”
Along with savvy homeowners
from Lynn and beyond, the
areas top designer, builders
and contractors frequently
visit Lucia Lighting and
Design as a destination to not
only buy lights but to enjoy
events, warm hospitality and
get inspiration and expertise
to bring their lighting projects
to life.

In three short years, Lucia
Lighting and Design has lit not
only the North Shore, but has
created a buzz in the industry
on regional and national levels.
Recognition includes: Best of
Boston Lighting Showroom
2008, winner of a Retailers
Association of Massachusetts
Award of Excellence in Cre-
ative Display and Dearborn
was recently chosen by the
Lynn Area Chamber of Com-
merce as the Businessperson of
the Year. Dearborn is quoted
and published nationally for
her knowledge of the lighting
industry and creative vision
for marketing and merchandis-
ing. Last year Lucia Lighting
was a part of the Extreme
Makeover show and later this
spring Dearborn will appear
on a segment on lighting on
WBZ TV. Lucia Lighting and
Design recently partnered with
NECN to create Drink This!, a
weekly segment with Billy
Costa filmed at the LED bar at
Lucia Lighting and Design.
Industry legend Denis Caldora
visited the showroom last
spring for a designer event on
Trends in Lighting and noted
that the showroom is one of the
finest in the nation.

“I am fortunate to work in
such a grand space, but the real
success of the business is my

The brilliant sales team at Lucia Lighting & Design, seated from left: Cer-

tified Lighting Consultant Renee Austin, Lighting Specialists Shiloh Dearborn.

wonderful staff who are com-
mitted to our customers by
delivering excellent service
and peerless expertise. All of
our sales staff are Certified
Lighting Experts by the Amer-
ican Lighting Association and
are constantly learning and
growing,” says Dearborn.
“Lucia Lighting and Design is
a great work environment We

are inspired to stay at the fore-
front of the industry through
education, training and curios-
ity. It’s also a fun place to work
full of lots of positive energy
and lots of light,” says Lisa
Amore who has been on board
since Lucia Design and Light-
ing opened. Along with Amore,
staff members include Renee
Austin, Shiloh Nikas, Lisa

Proulx and Cindy Ray. The
Lucia team is very committed
to charitable and community
involvement. Lucia Lighting
and Design is a proud member
of the Lynn Chamber of Com-
merce and is a sponsor of the
upcoming Walk for HAWC on
Sunday, April 26.

In just three short years,
Lucia Lighting and Design

has created a destination that
customers travel from near
and far to visit. “Lucy Dear-
born and the entire Lucia
staff are always willing to do
anything they can for their
customers. They are knowl-
edgeable, experts in lighting
design, and up to facing any
challenge. They all go above
and beyond to make their

Nikas, Lisa Proulx, Cindy Ray and Lisa Amore, and Lucia owner Lucy

clients happy!” says Pat
Janes, David Janes Corpora-
tion in Swampscott.

Come experience Lucia
Lighting and Design for your-
self at 311 Western Avenue in
Lynn. Visit lucialighting.com
or call 781-595-0026 to learn
more about how the brightest
bulbs in the industry are right
here in Lynn!

MEDICAL

FROM PAGE C1

in a former bank. The 65,000-
square foot addition has been
slated to open in summer and
will make room for new
treatments, such as a state-
of-the-art sleep center, an
emergency room, and diag-
nostic facilities designed to
reduce patient waiting time.
The second floor was
designed to accommodate
orthopedic surgery, neurolo-
gy and neurophysiology, an
MRI center, cardiology and
radiology. The top floor has
been outfitted as a spine- and
pain-treatment center.

In Gloucester, the Addison-
Gilbert Hospital is home to a
new and much-anticipated
Gorton’s Specialty and Can-
cer Care Center. The $1.4 mil-

lion construction project,
formerly opened in March,
offers Cape Ann residents a
state-of-the-art, comfortable,
private setting to receive
cancer treatment and other
cancer-related care. It is a
milestone for the Gloucester
community.

Beverly Hospital, under the
corporate umbrella of North-
east Health System, the same
parent firm of Addison
Gilbert Hospital, recently
opened a $30 million outpa-
tient center in Danvers,
while NSMC put the finish-
ing touches on a multi-mil-
lion-dollar renovation at
Salem Hospital.

Meanwhile, Children’s Hos-
pital Boston plans to open a
satellite facility in Peabody’s
Centennial Business Park by
2011.

Beverly Hospital, under the corporate umbrella of North-
east Health System, recently opened a $30 million out-
patient center in Danvers, shown above while under con-
struction. Beverly Hospital also recently expanded its main
campus.

WATERFRONT
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we’ve secured funding, got the
(waterfront) plan approved, the
zoning plan approved, secured
ferry money and state money
for the movement of the power
lines,” he said. “We’ve made a
lot of progress.”

However, the progress has hit
a few bumps along the way with
resistance from a couple of
property owners on the Lyn-
nway that are resistant to the
power line relocation.

Kenneth Carpi, who owns the
land WalMart and Logan Furni-
ture sits on, Donald Algeni who
owns 853 Lynnway, and Mutual
Electric have each expressed
displeasure in allowing the city
to have aerial easements of
their property for the project.

Although the landowner’s
businesses would not be affect-
ed, except for an aerial

encroachment
of 20 feet on
their proper-
ties, an agree-
ment with the
city could not
be reached.

Cowdell said
the plan
hinges on
obtaining the
aerial easements, and because
of that, the city wouldn’t allow
the three owners to stand in its
way.

Looking forward to the future,
Cowdell said by the end of the
year, the city would most likely
have fought the battle for emi-
nent domain and will be placing
steel in the ground for the move-
ment of the power lines.

“And for the ferry, hopefully we
will have received the $4 million
from the federal economic stim-
ulus plan and have the construc-
tion almost complete,” he said.

Cowdell

A family business operating since 1962.

We are committed to a high standard of
quality service and establishing a firm
relationship with our clients.

tracking 50% growth!

o

UINN OF LYNN Insurance
Since 1962 « Call or Fax for Details
Seaport Landing, Lynnway, Lynn
781-581-6300 FAX 781-581-9070

look everyday:

In 2009, we offer more than ever:
Specialty pages everyday of the week,
community events, and a website that’s

So when you need to get your message
to our best customers - in print or online
- send it to where more people

Start Your Day Off Right!

Now, Even MORE of a great reason to read

The Dailn Jtem

The Daily Item is the newspaper people in
the Greater Lynn area have trusted and
relied on for over 131 years.
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A construction worker walks across the the Classi-

cement foundation being poured, in this Septem-

cal High School basement sub-floor, prior to the ber, 2008 Item file photo.

Lynn schools make great strides

Reconstruction of Classical High academic wings nearly compete

LYNN

By DAN BAER
THE DAILY ITEM

With reconstruction of the Classi-
cal High School academic wings
nearing an end and academics
steadily improving at several
schools, the outlook for the Lynn
Public Schools heading in to fiscal
year 2010 remains bright despite
budget concerns.

In a year that saw massive
turnover at the administrative level,
highlighted by longtime Superinten-
dent Nicholas Kostan’s January
retirement, the new administration
has succeeded in keeping order in
the department while teachers have
done their part in keeping test scores
up and making sure schools are
active in the community.

For the second straight year, both
English and Classical high schools
have been named bronze medal
schools by U.S. News and World
Report, and both continue their
national accreditation.

Things at Lynn Vocational and
Technical Institute also continue to
improve under Director James Rid-
ley, who has overseen a host of
changes and improvements at the
once-struggling vocational school.

“In general, the high schools- par-
ticularly Classical and English- have
excelled,” said Mayor and School

Committee Chair Edward J. Clancy
Jr. “The elementary schools with
almost no exception have people
happy with where they are going.
There are a few more challenges at
the middle schools, but that is a diffi-
cult age and they are working to
improve also.”

With little in the way of classroom
funding at the elementary school
level, teachers have been able to keep
students learning despite higher
class sizes.

In addition, several schools have
taken on community service and
charity efforts, donating thousands
tolocal charities and food banks over
the first three quarters of the school
year.

“I have said before the hardest job
in municipal government is being a
classroom teacher,” said Clancy.
“Our teachers do a great job at every
level.”

If all goes well, September of this
year will bring with it the conclusion
of a major structural rehabilitation
at Classical High School. As contrac-
tors work to repair a concrete sup-
port slab in the building’s academic
wing- the fourth phase of the sup-
port slab project- the city secured an
additional $2.1 million to repair the
building’s leaking roof, windows and
walls in early March.

Inspectional Services Director
Michael Donovan estimates that the
city will begin repairing brickwork
and various leaks throughout the

building this spring and through the
summer, and does not anticipate any
delays in bringing students back to
the building this September.

“We hope to finish all of the heavy
construction this summer,” said
Clancy. “Right now we are on budget
and on time.”

If anything is going to stand in the
way of the school department’s
progress it will be the same financial
stumbling block that is terrorizing
every department in the city.

The slumping economy has creat-
ed an estimated $5 million gap in the
fiscal year 2010 budget that will like-
ly result in layoffs and drastic cuts to
programs.

Even with the “financial tsunami”
as Clancy has classified it, on the
horizon, administrators are doing
their best to keep the district moving
forward with the resources available
to them.

Kostan’s replacement, former
Deputy Catherine Latham, has also
had a full plate since taking over Jan.
9, but has kept in close contact with
Clancy’s administration and the
School Committee while negotiating
the budget.

“Cathy and (Deputy Superinten-
dent Jaye Warry) have done a bang
up job standardizing the curricu-
lum,” said Clancy. “In general, the
Lynn Public Schools are doing well,
but 2010 is going to be difficult. I have
been saying that for a long time.”

Swampscott puts
surplus properties
on the market

swawescorT

By DEBRA GLIDDEN
THE DAILY ITEM

The town is moving forward
on plans to sell four town
owned properties, which Town
Meeting authorized the sale of
in November.

The vacant town properties
— the former Phillips Beach
Fire Station, Temple Israel
property, the former middle
school on Greenwood Avenue
and the former senior center —
hold a myriad of possibilities
for future development.

Selectman Jill Sullivan, who
also serves as chairman of the
Town Building Oversight Com-
mittee, said the committee is
waiting for approval from the
Attorney General’s Office
regarding proposed zoning
changes, which would allow the
properties to be developed.

While waiting for the green
light from the state, Sullivan
said the committee has been
working on the drafts of four
Requests for Proposals (RFP)-
one for each property. She said
the goal is to find appropriate
uses for the parcels.

“We want developers to
come up with a project we can
all be proud of,” she said. “We
trust they will come up with
creative proposals.”

Sullivan said the RFP’s for
each property would incorpo-
rate the design guidelines and
developer qualifications that
were discussed at Town Meet-
ing. She said she expects the
RFP’s to be issued sometime
in April.

The committee is recom-
mending the former middle
school site on Greenwood
Avenue be used for condomini-
ums. The Greenwood Avenue
building was built in 1895 and
has been used as a high school
and middle school. The former
school sits on a 90,000 square-
foot parcel and the expected
selling price is approximately
$2.1 million. Sullivan said the
RFP would specify only materi-
als compatible with the exist-
ing building would be used for
the project. Some of the zoning
revisions under consideration
for that site include any limit-
ing the height of the structures
and requiring two parking

*

‘We want
developers to come up
with a project we can
all be proud of We trust
they will come up with
creative proposals.’

JiLL SuLLIvAN
Swampscott selectman

*

spaces for each unit.

Town Meeting approved the
sale of the former Temple
Israel property for a housing
development for not more than
42 units, none of which would
be required to be affordable
housing.

At a special Town Meeting
last November, Town Meeting
members voted to allow the
Board of Selectmen to sell the
former Phillips Beach Fire Sta-
tion, 2 Phillips Ave. for use as a
single family home and it
authorized the Board of Select-
men to sell the former senior
center, which is located at 89
Burrill St., for use as a three-
family affordable housing
development.

Sullivan said once the RFP is
issued the potential developers
would be given several months
to submit their proposal to the
town.

Sullivan said once the town
receives proposals from devel-
opers, the selectmen would
select the finalists but it would
be an open and public process.

Sullivan said once a develop-
er is selected for a project, the
negotiation process would get
underway and land develop-
ment agreements would be
entered into then the project
would move into the permitting
process, which would include
going before the Planning
Board.

Sullivan said it could take a
couple of years for the Temple
Israel and former middle
school projects to get underway
but smaller projects such as the
former fire station and old sen-
ior center could move forward
quickly.

North Shore Mall sees major growth despite gloomy economy

PEABODY
I

BY JENNY AMARAL
THE DAILY ITEM

0ld visitors of the Northshore Mall
in Peabody might not even recognize
the once outdoor, plaza-style shopping
center. With drastic changes and huge
improvements over the last few years,
the Northshore Mall is thriving.

2008 was a year of new beginnings
for the mall. First off, the highly-antic-
ipated Nordstrom expansion wing
opened in November. The two-story

haven for high-class features popular
European men and women's retailer
Zara, United Kingdom-based natural,
handmade cosmetics company LUSH,
beauty retailer Sephora, clothing
stores Metropark and White House
Black Market, and popular clothing
and accessories retailer H&M.

Others stores relocated to new and
improved sites, such as EXPRESS and
Eastern Mountain Sports.

New restaurants popped up
throughout the mall, as well. Most
notably, the national upscale Asian
eatery PE. Changs opened right next
door to fellow newcomer The Cheese-

cake Factory. On the other side of the
mall near the new Macy's wing, hun-
gry shoppers can stop into Chipotle
and grab a tasty burrito rather than
walking the length of the mall to the
food court. Although, with the
acclaimed Regina Pizza now serving
up piping hot pizza where Sbarro used
to be and the Shrimp Market offering
various styles of the seafood treat, the
trip might be worth it.

The mall itself has gone under quite
the makeover, with new tiles, lighting,
bathrooms, and rest areas. The food
court features new tables and chairs,
as well as dividers that give diners a

bit more privacy. There's even a new
walking program that features mile
markers on floor tiles to help visitors
stay fit as they shop.

But, that's not all for the Northshore
Mall. The year 2009 has much more in
store for it. Nordstrom is scheduled to
open officially on Friday; April 17at 10a.m.

“The opening of Nordstrom to
anchor our new wing is an exciting
completion to our three phase renova-
tion and redevelopment process,” said
mall manager Mark Whiting. “We
have solidified the title as the preemi-
nent shopping destination on the
North Shore, and we are confident

Nahant nears development of former Coast Guard land

NAHANT
I

By DEBRA GLIDDEN
THE DAILY ITEM

One of the biggest construc-
tion project in Nahant in more
than a decade is almost ready
for ground-breaking.

Town Administrator Mark
Cullinan said the town expects
to close the sale on the former
Coast Guard Housing property
on Aug. 31 and the developer is
prepared to start work immedi-
ately after the closing.

“The developer wants to start
work on the site by Sept. 1,” he
said. “The estimate is work
would begin then and it would
take a couple of years to com-
plete the entire project.”

Cullinan said when complete
the project would generate
approximately $150,000 in new
property tax revenue annually.

“There are a lot of benefits,”
he said. “It will increase rev-
enue, increase home owner-
ship opportunities in town and

make the whole area nicer.”

In November 2008, a special
Town Meeting Town Meeting
approved selling the former
United States Coast Guard
Housing property by an over-
whelming majority. The of the
3.5-acre parcel is located on
Castle Road, Gardner Road and
Goddard Drive. The town pur-
chased the property in Janu-
ary 2005 from the U.S. Coast
Guard with the intention of
selling it almost immediately
but the General Services
Administration, the agency
that disposes of surplus gov-
ernment property, put a clause
in the purchase agreement
stating if the town sells the
property within three years
after acquiring it any profit
from the sale would have to be
turned over to the government.
Because of the clause, the
Board of Selectmen agreed it
was in the best interest of the
town to hold onto the property
for three years.

The town has entered into a

sale and development agree-
ment with Bass Point Resi-
dences LLC, which is develop-
ing the parcel. The corporation
headed by Phillip Singleton
and Jeffrey Gouchberg was
formed specifically for this
project.

“It is truly gorgeous spot,”
Singleton said. “We're very
excited about the project and
there is a lot of interest in it.
We expect it will take 12 to 14
months to complete the condo-
minium building and two to
three years to build out the sin-
gle family homes.”

When complete, the property
will house eight single family
homes in the vicinity of Castle
and Gardner roads and 20
multi-family homes in the God-
dard Drive area, 25 percent of
which will be affordable units.

The town paid the federal
government $2 million for 3.5-
acre parcel of land in January
2005 and Bass Point Resi-
dences LLC paid slightly more
than $2.2 million for the prop-
erty.

that Nordstrom will enhance our foot-
print to make the mall a shopping des-
tination for people as far north as
Maine and New Hampshire.”

Several other stores are schedule to
open later this year, the first of which
is the women and juniors ready-to-
wear retailer Forever 21. The store
will take the place of the former East-
ern Mountain Sports site and occupy
40,000 square feet over two levels. It is
slated to open later this month. The
North Face, Clark's of England, Hol-
lister;, Bebe, dELiA*s, and Pandora
Jewelers are also expected to open up
their doors before the end of the year.
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Lynn Web development firm thrives with growth of social media

LYNN

In spite of a slowing econo-
my, Pearse Street Consulting,
Inc. of Lynn has experienced
exponential growth and ongo-
ing success with their web
development services focused
in the area of social network-
ing and new media. More busi-
nesses, small and large, are
looking for new ways to offset
the revenue slump through
creative online marketing and
many have been tapping into
social network marketing as a
cost-effective and targeted
alternative to traditional mar-
keting.

Pearse Street C.E.O., Fuchsia
Mclnerney, has been following
social media trends since early
2006 when websites such as
MySpace were first beginning
to achieve record-breaking sta-
tistics. “For the past few years,
businesses with vision have
been professionally promot-
ing themselves on sites like
MySpace, Facebook and
LinkedIn. The most progres-
sive businesses and ‘serial
entrepreneurs’ are now cre-
ating their own industry-spe-
cific niche networks that
offer the same interactive
features, with unique tools
that serve their particular
target demographic.”

Pearse Street capitalized on
the social networking market
early on, creating over 300 cus-
tom MySpace designs for well
known corporations, such as
David’s Bridal, Marie Claire
Magazine, Bigelow Tea, Shady
Records and the US Soccer
Federation.

Having achieved rapid suc-
cess in the MySpace design
market, Pearse Street quickly
expanded its services by devel-
oping an extensible PHP-driv-
en social network platform
from which to brand and build
unique social networks. “The
concepts that our clients are
pursuing are much more than
MySpace or Facebook clones.
Each is specifically targeted to
serve a unique community,
allowing the client to really
market effectively and mone-
tize the site to become a valu-

able stream of income,” says
Scott Martin, Pearse Street’s
Chief Operating Officer.
Today, Pearse Street operates
out of Lynn’s historic Lydia
Pinkham Building with a staff
of 12 graphic designers, web
developers and a burgeoning
marketing division. Special-
izes almost exclusively in the
branding and development of
social networking websites,
Pearse Street develops for
start-ups, corporate clients, as
well as a new wave of net-
works conceptualized and
launched by the Pearse Street
staff. In March TattoosOn.com
was launched for tattoo artists
and enthusiasts, followed by

o Logio & Welo
oSo 1 [ Network Software
o MiySpace & YouTulbe De 1
oSo 1 [ Med

O

‘The concepts that our clients are pursuing are much more than
MySpace or Facebook clones. Each is specifically targeted to serve a
unique community, allowing the client to really market effectively
and monetize the site to become a valuable stream of income.’

Scor1t MARTIN
Chief Operating Officer

Pearse Street Consulting Inc.

sister network Motorcycle-
sOn.com which will launch in
time for spring motorcyclists.
Pearse Street also continues
to balance its full workload
with several non-profit proj-
ects. Last year alone, the com-

0

1.800.985.5932 - Lynn, MA - 01904

www.pearsestreet.com

pany launched over 15 social
network related design and
development projects for non-
profit entities. With 2009 intro-
ducing even more intense eco-
nomic challenges, this social
networking software company

Eye
Exams

has stayed committed to pro-
bono efforts, which have been
received with great apprecia-
tion, as many organizations
are feeling the economic pinch
when soliciting donations and
finding funds to bring added

°50.00°

visibility to important causes
and initiatives.

The staggering statistics asso-
ciated with popular networks
such as Facebook, MySpace and
Twitter (Twitter’s user base
grew by over 1000% in the past
year), along with Pearse Street’s
own exceptional success,
inspires a feeling of confidence
that the new media industry
will continue to thrive in any
economy so long as new and
improved technologies enable
more effective and sophisticat:
ed ways for businesses to reach
their target markets.

You can learn more about
Pearse Street on their website
at www.PearseStreet.com.

Most insurances
accepted

SPECIAL *99.00°

Complete Set of Eyeglasses

OPTICIANS

Childrens and Adults
* Some restrictions apply

518 Chestnut St.,

on the corner of Western Ave

781-592-8419



http:www.PearseStreet.com
http:TattoosOn.com
http:net-sOn.com
http://www.pearsestreet.com
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Northshore Me

PEABODY
I

By JENNY AMARAL
THE DAILY ITEM

Old  visitors of the
Northshore Mall in Peabody
might not even recognize the
once outdoor, plaza-style shop-
ping center. With drastic
changes and huge improve-
ments over the last few years,
the Northshore Mall is thriv-
ing.

2008 was a year of new begin-
nings for the mall. First off, the
highly-anticipated Nordstrom
expansion wing opened in
November. The two-story haven
for high-class features popular
European men and women's
retailer Zara, United Kingdom-
based natural, handmade cos-
metics company LUSH, beauty
retailer Sephora, clothing
stores Metropark and White
House Black Market, and popu-
lar clothing and accessories
retailer H&M.

Others stores relocated to
new and improved sites, such
as EXPRESS and Eastern
Mountain Sports.

New restaurants popped up
throughout the mall, as well.
Most notably, the national
upscale Asian eatery PF
Changs opened right next door
to fellow newcomer The
Cheesecake Factory. On the
other side of the mall near the
new Macy's wing, hungry shop-

pers can stop into Chipotle and
grab a tasty burrito rather than
walking the length of the mall
to the food court. Although,
with the acclaimed Regina
Pizza now serving up piping
hot pizza where Sbarro used to
be and the Shrimp Market
offering various styles of the
seafood treat, the trip might be
worth it.

The mall itself has gone
under quite the makeover, with
new tiles, lighting, bathrooms,
and rest areas. The food court
features new tables and chairs,
as well as dividers that give
diners a bit more privacy.
There's even a new walking
program that features mile
markers on floor tiles to help
visitors stay fit as they shop.

But, that's not all for the
Northshore Mall. The year 2009
has much more in store for it.
Nordstrom is scheduled to open
officially on Friday, April 17 at 10
am.

“The opening of Nordstrom
to anchor our new wing is an
exciting completion to our
three phase renovation and
redevelopment process,” said
mall manager Mark Whiting.
“We have solidified the title as
the preeminent shopping desti-
nation on the North Shore, and
we are confident that Nord-
strom will enhance our foot-
print to make the mall a shop-
ping destination for people as
far north as Maine and New

PrROGRESS 2009 '

Il sees major growth despite gloomy economy

Shoppers are shown at the Northshore Mall in Peabody over the Christmas holiday season in this Associated Press file photo.

Hampshire.” and juniors ready-to-wear site and occupy 40,000 square Hollister, Bebe, dELiA*s, and

Several other stores are retailer Forever 21. The store feet over two levels. It is slated Pandora Jewelers are also
schedule to open later this year, will take the place of the for- to open later this month. The expected to open up their doors
the first of which is the women mer Eastern Mountain Sports North Face, Clark's of England, before the end of the year.

Marblehead Town Meeting to decide reuse of old YMCA, former Glover House

MARBLEHEAD

BY JACK BUTTERWORTH
FOR THE ITEM

The biggest business news of the
year will come at Town Meeting, when
voters decide whether to go forward
with mixed-use development of the for-
mer YMCA building in downtown
Marblehead and the former General
Glover House Restaurant in Vinnin
Square.

Article 40, the Smart Growth bylaw,
takes up 13 % pages of this year's 28-
page Town Warrant.

A Smart Growth Committee has
been working for more than a year to

7

give voters the chance to develop those
valuable parcels under Chapter 40R, a
variation of the state's 40B affordable
housing law which gives the town con-
trol over what a developer builds.

As the town has learned from experi-
ence, Chapter 40B gives residential
property developers the ability to over-
ride local zoning bylaws as long as a
certain percentage of their project is
affordable.

After a lengthy study the committee
members have chosen the YMCA and
the Glover property, which straddles
Salem, Swampscott and Marblehead,
as their pilot projects.

Designs for those properties were
discussed at a hearing in March.

MITSUBISHI

DEALER IN
NEW ENGLAND!

Peter Pitman, working for George
Wattendorf, the owner of the former
YMCA on Pleasant Street, described
his vision for a four-story building
with indoor parking on the first
floor and 17 units of housing
upstairs, 11 two-bedroom units and
six one-bedroom units. The design
offered 29 parking spaces indoors
and outside. The "Y" will be torn
down and replaced. The lot meas-
ures one-third of an acre.

The original concept included
underground parking, commercial
units on the first floor and 20 units
upstairs. The underground parking
was eliminated due to neighborhood
concerns about drainage and the

“WE’RE YOUR FEEL GOOD DEALERSHIP”

Rav-4, CR-V, Rogue or Je

DRIVE M Ol

OE="09 OUUANDER 39
Auto., AC, ABS Brakes, Pwr. Package,
Bags, Keyless Entry, FWD, & 7-Passen

9 to Choose Fro
Starting at $9

{00-"03 Mitsubishi Monteros'

Auto., AC, S/roof,
Well Equipped, 1 Owner,
4 to Choose. Stk#M1282A

Starting at$5|995+

ASK ABOUT OUR

RT.114 DANVERS MA (80 anpover st.) TOLL FREE: 800.255.3735 LOCAL:978.774.4040

ON

commercial use was dropped after
real estate people told the owner of
the property there were already too
many vacant small business spaces
downtown.

Architects Hubert Murray and
Joseph Sirkovich presented their
ideas for the former General Glover
Restaurant property in Vinnin
Square, which is partly in Swamp-
scott, partly in Marblehead and
partly in Salem. The Marblehead
portion of the site is 1.56 acres. The
site contains four acres.

Murray, who has been working
with the committee, offered three
mixed-use options in five buildings,
two in Marblehead and three in

Swampscott. Each had several retail
units on the Marblehead side. The
first had 80 one-, two- and three-bed-
room units and 160 parking spaces.
The second had 80 two-bedroom
units and 160 parking spacese. The
third had 88 units and 172 parking
spaces.

Sirkovich's designs, drawn several
years ago for the Athanas family
which owns the Glover property, fea-
tured underground parking and
four residential buildings with 120
units, clustered around a a circular
park area.

In each case 20 percent of the units
will be affordable, with preference
given to town employees.

WHAT A WARRANTY!

5 YEAR

Unlimited Mileage
Roadside Assistance

10 YEARS
100,000 miles

Powertrain Limited Warranty

5 YEARS
60,000 miles

Bumper to Bumper Warranty

Regardless of your credit history... WE CAN HELP

eForeclosure
eDown Sizing

VA

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

Vi, L0 mprezza, or Mazda3 Owner? Thousands less t

T 1w

onda Accords

+Used prices reflect $995 Cash or trade due at signing. Photos are for illustration purposes only See dealer for details. Must be

YEAR ANNIVERSARY SALE

PREOYNIED F.

‘02-'06 H
EX, Auto., S/roof,

Well Equipped, 1 Owner,
4 to Choose. Stk#MU2235

Starting at $6'995+

QUTLET

e e e
03-"04 Mitsubishi Spyder Convertibles

Auto., 1 Owner, Well Equipped, Low Miles
3 to Choose, Rare Find! Stk#M1195A

Starting at $8 p 998+

paid for same day of purchase. Offer ends 4/12/09.

e Bankruptcy
eRepossession.

KEVIN
MICHAUD

‘06-"07 Toyota Camrys

Auto., 1 Owner, Low Miles,
3 to Choose, Stk#MU2200

Starting at$1 1 '995+

| 1
—
CONVENIENT LOCAT'O™
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Lynda Coppinger, left, presents a $500 check to Ann Mansfield.

The WAIST-AWAY-CHALLENGE

Ladies Workout Express in Peabody has just finished a 10-week
weight loss challenge with Ann Mansfield of Lynn winning $500
and losing a total of 32 Ibs. Lynda Coppinger, owner of LWE says
Ann has been such an inspiration to so many women at Ladies
Workout Express since joining in June. Not only has Ann lost 32
Lbs in the 10 week challenge, she has lost a total of 114 pounds since
joining!!!! Coppinger says her staff and instructors motivate and
help the members achieve their goals and learn that exercise can be
fun with classes like Disco Drums, Zumba, and Urban Striptease!
The next WAIST-AWAY-CHALLENGE begins soon, call LWE at
978-977-0501 for details, you could be the next $500 winner:

Lynn Housing and Neighborhood Development Director Charles Gaeta, City Council president
Tim Phelan and LHAND's Norm Cole are shown in this Item file photo.

LHAND revitalizing Lynn neighborhoods

LYNN

The Neighborhood Develop-
ment Associates, Inc. (NDA) for-
merly Lynn Community Devel-
opment Housing Associates has
been fulfilling its mission to
revitalize Lynn neighborhoods
for over 30 years. Though the
name has changed the mission
of revitalizing neighborhoods
by building healthy and stable
housing opportunities remains
unchanged.

NDA, Inc. a 501(c)(3) non-prof-
it, which works in partnership
with the Lynn Housing Author-
ity & Neighborhood Develop-
ment (LHAND), has recently
built and sold 10 single-family
homes along Flint and Childs
Streets located at the rear of
the property where the Water-
works building once stood.
Construction of two 2-family
homes along Walnut Street at
the front of the property is well
underway as is a Memorial

Garden in remembrance of the
pumping station. The two 2-
family homes include charac-
teristics similar to that of the
original historic building. The
NDA worked closely with the
neighbors, the City of Lynn,
LHAND, the Massachusetts
Historical Commission and
Lynn’s Historical Commission
to create a symbolic design that
would be a remembrance of the
former Waterworks building.
Additionally, NDA has recently
acquired two foreclosed homes, a
vacant parcel along Washington
Street that now adorns a duplex
home that mirrors the former
building and a single family on
Rogers Avenue that is undergo-
ing substantial rehabilitation in
an effort to sustain the housing
stock that is distinctive to the
Highlands. Both properties are
located in the city’s targeted
neighborhood — due to the num-
ber of foreclosures taking place -
and will serve as pivotal con-

struction projects to jump-start
revitalization and stabilization
efforts in the surrounding
neighborhoods. NDA works to
incorporate energy efficiency
measures in new construction
projects as well as rehabilita-
tion work.

“These projects are the first of
many that will play a vital role
in stabilizing neighborhoods
hardest hit by foreclosures,”
said Charles Gaeta LHAND
Executive Director. The NDA is
one of four local agencies that
have been certified by Citizens’
Housing and Planning Associa-
tion (CHAPA) Foreclosed Prop-
erties Program. This program
will give NDA and other Lynn
agencies first-look at foreclosed
properties and the opportunity
to purchase them as discount
prices. The NDA works in part-
nership with the LHAND, City
of Lynn and the Office of Eco-
nomic & Community Develop-
ment.

SaIme...

Targeted Area

Rehabilitation work continues at a
property on Rogers Avenue, which is the first
of many tot be rehabbed in the newly designated

We’ve changed
our name, but
our mission
remains the

Construction is nearing completion at the site of

the former Waterworks Pumping Station which

will include a total of 10 single family homes and
two 2-families homes.

Neighborhood Development
Associates, Inc. 1s committed to
transforming neighborhoods,
revitalizing communities, and
creating housing opportunities.

Board of Directors
Charles Gaeta, President
Ann Reddy, Treasurer
Oliver Toomey, Clerk
John Pace Sr.

Christine Newhall

In partnership with Lynn Housing Authority &
Neighborhood Development, City of Lynn and
Office of Economic & Community Development

NDA built a duplex home on a
foreclosed vacant parcel. The new
building 1s a mirror image of the
former structure.
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New golf course opens in Lynnfield,
but Meadow Walk project put on hold

LYNNFIELD
I

BY JENNY AMARAL
THE DAILY ITEM

Lynnfield may not see the
completion of the town's
largest development this year,
afterall. As with many other
construction projects across
the nation, Meadow Walk, has
been postponed.

Ed Marsteiner, Senior Vice
President and Director of
Acquisitions for National
Development, said the project
has been “put on hold” due to
the economic conditions.
There was no word on when
activity would start up again.

The Newton-based company
purchased the land located on
the former site of the Sheraton

The 9-hole golf course which was given to
the town when the land was purchased, now
known as The King Rail Reserve Golf Course,
officially opened on April 1.

Colonial Golf Course over two
years ago and was eager to cre-
ate what it calls a “traditional
neighborhood center.” The
mixed-use development would
occupy over 400,000 square feet
on a 202-acre site.
Approximately 68 acres
would be developed into luxury
commercial and residential
space, while the remaining 103
acres would be deeded to the
town as open space. The Shera-

ton Hotel and renovated
Boston Sports Club currently
occupy space on the land.
Design would follow that of
an old New England village
with a large open area, wide
sidewalks, streetlights, and
green landscaping. Developers
told residents it would be simi-
lar to that of downtown New-
buryport, Lexington, and
Andover, featuring fine shops,
restaurants, and entertain-

ment.

Fifty to sixty commercial ten-
ants are still expected to fill the
available slots, as well as nine
restaurants. In terms of the
development's residential com-
ponent, 180 apartments were
planned for construction, near-
ly 25 percent of which will be
set aside strictly for affordable
housing. Elderly housing
under the guidelines of the
non-profit organization L.ILEE.
(Lynnfield Initiative for Elders,
Inc.) was also expected.

What is open, however, is the
9-hole golf course which was
given to the town when the
land was purchased. The
updated course, now known as
The King Rail Reserve Golf
Course, officially opened on
April 1.

ITEM PHOTO / OWEN O’ROURKE

The new Hannaford Supermarket on Route 1 is rapidly taking shape. This photo of the construction was taken last week.

Construction brisk along Route 1 Saugus

New Hannaford’s supermarket, Border Cafe to open soon

SAUGUS
I

By CHRIS STEVENS
THE DAILY ITEM

Though the economy may be
in the dumps, construction of
new businesses along Route 1
in Saugus has held steady.

Border Cafe has been relocat-
ed from Route 1 south to Route
1 north and will soon open in
the Shops at Saugus.

That is not the only Mexican
fare in town however. For a
community known for its Ital-
ian eateries. not one but two
new restaurants based on
south of the border cuisine
have opened in the last year.

Also in the Shops at Saugus
is Qdoba Mexican Grill and
tucked at the end of the row in
the Barnes & Noble/Staples
plaza is Chipotle Mexican
Grill.

La Vita Mia, which has sunk
deep roots in the community; is
also making a move from it’s
Route 1 location to Hamilton
Street near Saugus Center in
what was once home to Toni-
no’s Restaurant. No date has
been set yet due to a bit of red
tape, but the move should take
place soon and when it does
reopen it will do so with a full
liquor license, something it did
not have at its Route 1 location.

The liquor license comes
with the demise of Oasis
Restaurant that closed after a
fire and amid trouble with the
town.

Also,after two previous
attempts, Hooters has landed
on Route 1. Taking over the
spot previously home to
Famous Dave’s BBQ Hooters
opened last fall amid little fan-
fare and no protest.

When it comes to good food,
restaurants are not the end all.
Sensational Cupcakes opened
on Lincoln Avenue to sensa-
tional reviews last summer.
Rose’s Bakery, also opened as
an annex to the Peabody based
bakery but it did not last past

the holidays.

The Border Cafe was not the
only business to go bigger and
better. Joanne Fabrics opened
its new store on the same old
site.

When CVS came to town to
build on Route 1 south, Office
Max was felled permanently
but Joanne Fabrics was simply
pushed back and given a new
store at nearly twice the space
as the old.

J. Pace & Sons the gourmet
food shop located at the corner
of Main Street and the Lynn
Fells Parkway will also expand
when it moves north to the for-
mer home of the VFW Hall.

Declining membership
forced the VFW to sell its build-
ing but Joseph Pace promised
when he built his new store he
would not leave the veterans
out in the cold. The proposed
project includes putting up one
building made up of three
attached units. The center

unit, according to the plan will
be the new two story home of
J. Pace, the specialty gourmet
food store and the 5,000 square
foot space on the southern end
will be the new home of the
VFW. The remaining 4,200
square foot space on the north-
ern end could be part of the
grocery store or might be
leased out to a third party.

Bernie & Phyl’s Furniture
recently reopened is expanded
Saugus store, while Stop &
Shop on Main Street is also
undergoing a rehab.

Wild Oats isn’t undergoing a
rehab it is undergoing a trans-
formation. As one of the busi-
nesses that didn't make it
through the year, the former
healthy food store will become
a Hannaford’s grocery store in
the coming months.

Other businesses that wilted
on the vine this year include
Circuit City and Tweeter.

Town Manager Andrew

Bisignani said it was too early
to tell yet whether the town
will suffer due to the economic
crisis. This is the time of year
developers typically pull per-
mits for upcoming projects
and while he suspects the
town will lose some money on
building permits he isn’t sure
how much.

He did however drop the esti-
mated receipts from permit-
ting drastically he said, when
he planned the fiscal 2010
budget.

“I don’t want to come up
short,” he said.

He is hopeful however, there
are still projects in the plan-
ning stages. Bisignani said it’s
his understanding that a 50,000
square foot office building will
go in down the street from The
Hilltop Restaurant. And he
added that he is hopeful other
businesses will move into
shops left vacant by J. Pace,
Circuit City and other unfortu-
nate businesses that have fall-
en to the bad economy.

Border Cafe has been relocated from Route 1 south to Route 1 north and will soon open

in the Shops at Saugus.
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Our
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399 East 72nd St., #11G
New York, N.Y. 10021
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All Care VNA expands its home care services

LYNN

All Care has provided over 98
years of expert home health care
while continually expanding its
services to address the ever-chang-
ing health care needs of the com-
munity.

A new vital component of All
Care’s seamless continuum of
home care services is the Bridge to
Hospice program, which officially
became a part of the VNA in 2008.
This merger has created a highly
skilled interdisciplinary team of
VNA and hospice nurses to address
the specific needs of individuals
who:

« Have a life-limiting illness with a
prognosis that is uncertain

« Are still receiving curative treat-
ment for their illness

« Are not yet emotionally ready to
make the decision to enter hospice

Bridge nurses are in contact with
patients and their family members
throughout the Bridge to Hospice

Program. The program delivers
pain and symptom management as
well as emotional support during a
period when a patient with a life
limiting condition may still be pur-
suing active treatment or is not yet
ready to elect the hospice benefit.
The Bridge team provides educa-
tion for the patient and family
regarding hospice care and assists
them in the transition to hospice
services.

Bridge to Hospice offers educa-
tional counseling that covers a wide
range of topics, including:

Understanding illness and its
progression

-Coping with the financial stress
of a long-term illness

*The importance of advanced care
planning

*The value of hospice care and the
services available

‘How early access to hospice
enhances the quality of life for both
patients and their families

All Care’s Bridge to Hospice goal
is to help soothe the pain of illness
while bringing comfort and emo-
tional support to each individual
who is affected by the approach of
life’s end.

VNA - Hospice - Private Pay Services

All Care’s expanded family of quality home care
services provide a seamless continuum of care.
From the healing treatments of All Care VNA, to
the compassionate end-of-life care of All Care
Hospice, our services transition with each other
to meet the needs of our patients at every level.

" Skilled nursing, rehabilitation therapies, and

certified home health aides for individuals
who are recovering at home from illness or
hospitalization.

Visiting Nurse
Association

A collaboration between All Care VNA and
Bridge to  All Care Hospice. The Bridge Program introduces
Hospice  aninterdisciplinary team of professionals, which
emphasizes palliative services, while addressing
the many ways serious illness affects patients and
their families.

Compassionate end-of-life care that helps
individuals with life-limiting illness live each
DOSE A are 10 day to the fullest, pain-free, surrounded by
those they love. We also provide respite care
. . . . . and support for the families and bereavement
‘ counseling for up to 13 months after their loss.

@»QLE 4 . A " Private Dl.lty' horpe health care that helPs
IS lézp er o S dCl€ dro elders to live an independent and safe life at
:% ; or Patie 5 2Ctio home. Services are available from two hours
Resources [© 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days
or 10 conse SIASTe a year. Long-Term Care Insurance is accepted.

Caring for your community for over 98 years.  Oncandossital - g0y 987.2454
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3t. Jean’s Credit Union to open new main office in Lynn

LYNN

St. Jean’s Credit Union is all
about progress. Last May, with
the opening of their Salem
Branch & Operations Center;
St. Jean’s expanded to include
four locations. This Summer
St. Jean’s is scheduled to open a
new Main Office at 250 Maple
Street in Lynn.

Organized in 1910, St. Jean’s
Credit Union is Massachu-
setts’ First Credit Union and
as they look toward their
100th  Anniversary, they
remain true to the philosophy
of people helping people. “We
were founded as an outgrowth
of a church and an immigrant
population, and we’ve never
forgotten our roots,” adds
David Surface, CEO & Presi-
dent of St. Jean’s Credit Union.
“We enjoy being a part of the
fabric of Lynn, and we’ll
always be here.”

Servicing over 16,000 mem-
bers, including 6,000 Lynn res-
idents, St. Jean’s Credit Union
currently has $120 million in
assets and continues to pro-
vide their membership with
products and services to fit
their financial needs. “We’ve
been providing members with
dependable financial services
for close to 100 years and have
always paid close attention to
our financial position. With
strong capital, we look for-
ward to serving our members
and providing them with serv-
ices they can depend on,” said
Surface.

This commitment to the
membership is a top priority to
St. Jean’s Credit Union and
was at the forefront of the deci-
sion making process while
planning for the new Main
Office. “The Maple Street proj-
ect allows us to provide our
membership with a two lane
drive-thru, drive up ATM,
night depository, ample park-
ing and all the modern ameni-
ties to conduct their financial
business. It’s a great location
for current and future mem-
bers and marks a milestone in
the history of our credit

An artist’s rendering of the new St. Jean’s Credit Union headquarters now under construction at 250 Maple St., Lynn.

‘For us, liquidity is not an issue.
We’re here to offer everything from equity
lines of credit to jumbo mortgages.’
DAvVID SURFACE
Ceo & president, St. Jean’s Credit Union

union,” Surface added.
Offering a variety of prod-
ucts and services, including
Real Estate and Personal Lend-
ing, St. Jean’s provides person-
al service with a level of
expertise you can trust. “We
work closely with our mem-

HOT OFF THE... WEB!
We've more than DO“BI.ED

our visitor audience EACH of the

past two years.
Can your

1,486,000

advertising dollar

afford to be
anywhere elsee¢

496,000

‘06

‘07

bers to find the best possible
options to fit their needs” adds
Surface. “The credit union has
been consistent and honest with
its membership. We have the
members best interests in
mind.” With all the attention
being given to concerns about

2,657,000

‘08

today’s economy;, St. Jean’s Cred-
it Union continues to lend and
offers members the highest level
of protection available. “For us,
liquidity is not an issue. We're
here to offer everything from
equity lines of credit to jumbo
mortgages.” The credit union is
also covered by two of the
nation’s strongest insurers, the
National Credit Union Adminis-
tration (NCUA) and the Massa-
chusetts Share Insurance Cor-
poration (MSIC).

In addition to their lending
programs, St. Jean’s product
line also includes NOW Check-

ing Accounts, Certificates of
Deposit, IRAs, Direct Deposit,
Payroll  Deduction, Club
Accounts and many more
unique products and services.
Members can access their cred-
it union accounts 24 hours a day
with stjeans@home, an online
branch that allows members to
view their accounts, make
transfers, and pay their bills
with Bill Payment & Present-
ment. St. Jean’s is always on the
lookout for ways to enhance
their services. “If we can offer it
we’ll find a way to do it,” said
Surface.

Baseball is
Catch Spring Fever!

Spring CD Special
25%
APY:
12

Mascachusete Pt Creoit- tion
527 Western Avenue, Lynn

Offices also located in Salem, Newburyport & Revere

781.592,5420 * www.stjeanscu.com

Federally Insured by NCUA

In addition to their Lynn
office, St. Jean’s has locations
in Salem, Newburyport and
Revere and services members
in Essex, Middlesex and Suf-
folk Counties. As they look for-
ward to the opening of their
new Main Office, St. Jean’s
Credit Union is committed to
their membership and the
progress of their institution.

Currently located at 527 West-
ern Avenue in Lynn St. Jean’s
Credit Union can be reached at
781.592.5420 or visit the credit
union online at www.stjean-
scu.com

*Annual Percentage Yield effective April 7, 2009. Rates are subject to change without notice.
APY assumes interest remains on deposit. Interest is compounded daily and credited monthly.
Minimum deposit of $500.00. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. NEW MONEY ONLY.
Fees could reduce the earnings on the account. Membership is required and open to anyone
living or working in Essex, Middlesex, or Suffolk Counties, Commonwealth of Massachusetts and

employees and family members of H.P. Hood LLC.
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Progress
Through The Years...
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As always, our consultants are ready to advise you on our full range of
unique floral gifts for any occasion in every style and price range.

781-599-3319
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www.flowersbylorraine.org
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SPRING SPECIAL 10% OFF

when you mention this coupon

9 Green St., Lynn, MA

781-595-7224

Since 1983

Founded in 1947 Robert’s Cleaners, Inc.
Toomey’s Cleaners and Service Centers Headquarters
in Lynn, a four generation company!

Now with 8 locations for your convenience.
Robert’s Cleaners, 624 Summer St., Lynn 781-593-3416
Toomey'’s Cleaners, 43 Boston St., Lynn 781-596-1967

Please visit Us ON Our Web site!
www.toomeyscleaners.com

A. J%ME
LYN

SINCE 1955
“Family owned and operated

S since 1955”

CH

Insurance & Realty
297 Broadway Lynn, MA 01907

Covering all your Real Estate and Insurance Needs!

@&

Hablamos Espafiol

781-598-4700
781-599-1500

Visit our website www.ajameslynch.com

= = * 38 Exchange St.
Lynn, MA 01903

781-593-7700

itemlive.com

»
VOTED #1 REPAIR SHOP
11 YEARS RUNNING
Since 1967

gORTY THREE YEARS

orthole Restaurant

Y Jay Gaudet (deceased) — Bob Gaudet
A Quality & Value for 43 years.

781-595-7733
98 Lynnway, Lynn

THREE YEARS
Seaport Salon & Day Spa

152 Lynnway Suite C1, Lynn, Mass. 01902 « 781-593-5410

Doing our part to make Lynn a beautiful place
Enjoy a day at the SPA!

Tlhande you jor 8 successjul years!

[

e Y OUNG & CO INC.

N
¥ Fax 781-598-1716

SINCE 1983

We Design & Manufacture
FLAGS & BANNERS
To The Greater Lynn Community

« Custom Flags
& Banners
* Foreign Flags

781-599-3719

* Marine Flags
* House Flags

E-Mail: youngflag@aol.com
520 Washington St. Lynn, MA 01901

FORTY ONE YEagg
“Complete Auto Repair & Auto Body”

B AUTO :
SR ONY 2 HR. TOWING ROARASANt:
nws ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
INC. *TUNE UPS  * STATE INSPECTIONS
\K *BRAKES ~ * TRANSMISSIONS
LN * EXHAUST ~ *TIRES & BATTERIES

Quality Service Since 1968 + ELECTRICAL* COMPUTER REPAIR

135 Pleasant St, Ly RS #1327 781-595-8999/781-599-1383

L)

€TT StREET AUTO ¥

FI\FTY FIvE YEARS

MCCaRrTHY

GLASS CO.

+ Store Fronts * Mirrors qimypes)
* Aluminum Entrances ¢ Replacement Windows

* Table Tops * Auto Glass e Screens

752 WESTERN AVE., LYNN
781-598-5610

Yy Ry

87A Bennett St.
Lynn
MA 01905

(781) 598-9298 &" Providing Excellent
Service Since 1958

FORTY_TWO YEaRo

LYNN LAWNMOWER &
SNOWBLOWER SERVICE

Family
owned and
operated

925 Western Ave. Lyn

781-595-3278

LAWNMOWERS
READY

TWENTY ONE YEARg

Est.1988

Family owned and operated for 43 years.

23 Farrar St. Lynn MA « 781-593-3000

Starting in 1966 with Alexander J. Struzziero and
Tom Costin, now retired. Presently operated by
Robert Struzziero. Aerospace component machine shop.

SINCE 1966

STERLING
MACHINE CO.

FORTY ONE YEARS

HOUSE
of ANDREA

e Carpet » Linoleum « Ceramic Tile
Over 40 Years Experience

674 Western Ave., Lynn 781-593-5667

Re;nmggsed!

yards, cellars, garage,

attics, ete.
781-324-1226

(- )

Celebrate Passover With
a Beautiful Sweet Simcha
Arrangement.

‘Save $4

! Present this coupon and receive $4.00
. Item 1234 J

919 Lynnfield St., Lynn, MA 01904, Goodwin Circle
781-593-1888

www.ediblearrangements.com

J

prides itself in serving greater Lynn Bowlers

Affordable family fun. Bumper Bowling for kids.

781-592-9100 - 73 Buffum St., Lynn

SEVENTY TWO Yegpe

Lucky Strike

for over 70 Years.

Discounts for frequent bowlers.
Cosmic Bowling for Birthday Parties.

Join a league, Call us at

THIRTY YEARg
TIRE &

BENNETT ST

SPECIALIZING IN
ee1-866-OE-TIRES 781-598-1613

* Original equipment
g i e Light Truck Tires
(63-84737)

* High Performance
60 BENNETT ST. * LYNN, MA 01905

All Your Tire Needs Since 1979

)

Farquhar & Black Insurance

We’ve Been On The North Shore Since 1854!
Discounts for

e Multiple Policies Many Discounts

e Multiple Autos Now

e Good Students Available For
Home & Auto

e Renewal Credits
e Safe Drivers

(781) 599-2200
Monday - Thursday 8:30am - 5:00pm
Friday 8:30am - 2:30pm
24/7 Web Access
www.FarquharAndBlack.com

The Edison Building

85 Exchange Street Lynn, MA 01901



http:www.ediblearrangements.com
http:www.FarquharAndBlack.com
mailto:youngflag@aol.com
http:www.ajameslynch.com
http:www.toomeyscleaners.com
http:www.flowersbylorraine.org
http:itemlive.com
http://www.flowersbylorraine.orgSince

Inside

At A Glance

Larson’s Automotive Service
in Peabody welcomes new
clients .......... D3

Sidekim Foods sees strong
growth in first year .D5

Lynn Water & Sewer Commission
touts its prize-winning water
quality ............. D7

New Lynn Veterans Memorial
Auditorium a linchpin for
ecomic revitalization . . D8

Progne

~D 2

59

Eastern Bank: Helping your business go further

LYNN

Are you looking to get more
out of your business banking
relationship?

Eastern Bank, whose nearly
200-year history traces directly
back to Lynn, offers great val-
ues, lower fees, and exceptional
expert service from local peo-
ple who always put their busi-
ness clients needs’ first.

Business owners understand
that a reliable checking
account is a crucial component
and backbone to a business’
financial needs. Eastern
Bank’s business bankers agree,
and believe it all starts with the
right Dbusiness checking
account from the right bank.

Eastern offers a range of
smart and affordable business

New development brought
new jobs into Revere in "08

checking account solutions
that meet the needs of any size
business. Each account comes
with the assurance of FDIC
protection and the guidance of
a local, dedicated business
banker.

Eastern’s checking account
solutions include:

— Free Business Checking:
Ideal if you’re a sole proprietor
or smaller business with less
than 100 checks paid and
deposited each month.

— Select Business Checking:
If you have moderate monthly
transaction volume and higher
balances, Eastern offers a
Select Business Checking solu-
tion

— Premier Business Check-
ing: If you have a larger busi-

ness with higher balances and
transaction volume and want a
complete banking relationship
that offers discounts on other
banking services, Premier
Checking is for you.

All  business checking
accounts feature a range of
convenient services designed
to help business clients stay on
top of their cash flow 24/7,
including online banking and
bill payment, and a free Debit
MasterCard BusinessCard.

Eastern Bank truly has
everything a business owner
needs - banking, investing and
insurance services — all under
one roof.

Eastern works across busi-
ness lines to ensure that a busi-
ness client’s total Eastern rela-

tionship exceeds expectations
and supports strategic goals.

All services are coordinated
by a Relationship Manager - an
accountable, proactive contact
who helps clients navigate day-
to-day banking needs quickly
and effectively while coordinat-
ing resources from the entire
Eastern Bank organization.

In addition to business check-
ing accounts, talk to Eastern
Bank about:

— Credit for working capital
and expansion

— Cash management and
merchant services

— Insurance and employee
benefits

— Investment management

Founded in 1818 and based in
Boston, Eastern Bank is the

largest independent and mutu-
ally owned bank in New Eng-
land, with almost $7.0 billion in
assets and more than 80
branches serving communities
from the Merrimack Valley to
Cape Cod.

Eastern Bank offers banking,
investments and insurance all
under one roof, and prides
itself on working harder to
understand its customers’
needs so it can deliver these
services in a committed and
personal way.

Eastern Bank’s subsidiaries
include Eastern Wealth Man-
agement, Eastern Insurance
and Fantini & Gorga, a real
estate advisory firm. For more
information, visit www.east-
ernbank.com.

REVERE
I

BY THOR JOURGENSEN
THE DAILY ITEM

With major development projects
slowed or sidelined by the econom-
ic slowdown, the city is looking to
small scale efforts to attract busi-
nesses and create jobs.

The hotel and residential tower
project planned next to Wonderland
station is a year away from con-
struction and other beachfront
projects are in the planning stage or
stalled by financing problems.

In the city’s center, BJ’s Whole-
sale’s new store off Brown Circle
and the Channel development off

Building Business Relationships
Since 1818

Mahoney (Bell) Circle represent
2008’s infusion of jobs into the city.
Chamber of Commerce Director
Laurie Leone said these projects
underscore Mayor Thomas
Ambrosino’s push to make “Revere
more commercial friendly.”

“We can see this in the new Bell
Circle business park where the Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles now
resides, the new BJs, and what’s in
the future for Wonderland Market-
place,” Leone said.

Leone said the city is sending a
strong signal that it wants to attract
businesses to Revere by offering

See REVERE
PAGE D4
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The Registry of Motor vehicles relocated from Melrose to Revere, at a location in
the Channel Development off Mahoney Circle.

We've been building business relationships since 1818. With more than 80 branches, our exclusive banking center,

and proud tradition of personal service, we have kept those relationships strong. So whether you need state-of-the-art

cash manangement, free business checking or a line of credit, we're ready to help.

1.800-333.8000 easternbank.com

Member FDIC
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Something for everyone at Hilltop

SAUGUS
I

In 1961 Frank Giuffrida bought a club
in Saugus that he converted into a
western-style steakhouse. With his
wife Irene, as the hostess, they worked
seven days a week and before long the
Hilltop became the number One Steak-
house, a title it still holds today. Frank
was soon known to be the "king of the
Hill" serving over three million cus-
tomers annually. His success was large-
ly due to his generous nature, which he
reflected into his business with great
quality and quantity. The Hilltop is still
known today for it's quality and gener-
ous portions at a great value and we fol-
low that motto throughout all aspects
of Hilltop

The Hilltop restaurant offers a deli-
cious meal at a great value. With din-
ner specials as low as $9.95 and an
entire children's menu for only $2.95 we
are a true value restaurant. We are
famous for steaks but we also have
great seafood specialties and pasta
dishes. There is something for every-
one at Hilltop. Hilltop was most recent-
ly featured on The Travel Channel
which brought in diners from all over
the country.

Hilltop Butcher Shop is proud to offer
the freshest cuts of meat and produce
around. Our Market has something for
everyone....We offer a full deli, produce
department, bakery and of course our
world famous meat department. As
springtime and summer roll around
we are the place to shop for all your
cookout needs. We are happy to cut
your steaks to size and answer any
questions you have! We offer weekly
specials that cannot be beat. Look for
the Hilltop weekly specials online at
www.hilltopsteakhouse.com.

People come back to Hilltop so fre-
quently because it brings back memo-
ries for them and their childhood. As
we move into 2009 Hilltop has grown in
So many ways since its opening while
sticking with our original concept. We
are still your favorite family restaurant
and Butcher Shop, but we have added
more. We are now proud to offer the
North shores best Breakfast buffet on
Sunday mornings. For $9.95 for adults
and $4.95 for children we have a full
buffet featuring an omelet station, waf-
fle station, breakfast pastries and all of
your breakfast favorites. We even offer

ooks

CREDIT UNIOMN
-4~ Dedicated to Our Members

River Works Credit Union

adds mortgage departt

Steven Petrillo
heads up
new division

LYNN

River Works Credit Union, a
community credit union, locat-
ed at 947 Western Ave., Lynn,
has been opened to everyone
since February 2002 serving
people who live and/or work in
Essex, Middlesex and Suffolk
Counties.

During that time we have
added experienced staff to
assist all of our members with
their financial needs.

In addition to numerous sav-
ings and consumer loan prod-
ucts, River Works Credit Union
has developed an in-house
Mortgage Department.

Steven
Petrillo has
been hired
to head up
the in-house
Mortgage
Department.
Steve comes
to River

Character breakfasts on the first and
third Sunday of each month that has
become a popular event with children

The Hilltop Steak House Restaurant
in Saugus has five beautiful rooms
function rooms for business meetings,
bridal showers, family events, and ele-
gant weddings. We welcome you to
tour our facility at anytime for your
next event.

We also offer an off premise catering
division called "The Chuck Wagon".
The Chuck Wagon concept is simple.

With a minimum of 50 people you can
hire us to do a barbecue anywhere, cor-
porate or private. We come to your
place of business, backyard, park,
beach etc. We cook and serve a menu
that you pre-select. We bring every-
thing needed for a barbecue. Grills,
chefs, wait staff, buffet tables, all paper
goods, condiments etc. We cook, serve
and clean up.

Visit Hilltop today and share your
favorite Hilltop memory with us while
creating new ones!

Restaurant Specials
Starting at

$9.95

SAVE AT THE BUTCHER SHOP!

Our Specials cannot be beat! Featuring:
 Fresh Cuts of Meat

e Marinated Specialties

e Produce and Bakery Items

www. hilltopsteakhouse.com

VALUE! VALUE! VALVE!

Entire Kids’ Menu is only $2.95 and Don't
Forget our Sunday Breakfast Buffet! We
have dropped our prices to help you SAVE!

Admssg.ssandcmdmsq,.ss*

Visit our website often to see our updated specials

855 Broadway, Saugus 781-233-7700

Works Cred-
Steven Petrillo ;; Union
with many
years of experience and has
expertise in both residential
and commercial mortgage
lending. Steve also is extremely
familiar with Portfolio Pro-
grams. For more information,
Steve can be reached at his
direct line at 339-883-9256.

Mike Hughes is also part of
the newly formed in house
Mortgage Department. In addi-
tion to Mike’s extensive mort-
gage lending background Mike
is extremely proficient with
Reverse Mortgages. For more
information, Mike can be

ent

Mike Hughes

reached at his direct line at 339-
883-9259.

River Works Credit Union is a
$73M community credit union
dedicated to its members.

*

We welcome you to
either contact the
credit union at
781-599-0096 or visit
our office at 947
Western Avenue Lynn
to meet with
Steve Petrillo or
Mike Hughes. If you
are in the market for
other products and
services contact any one
of our knowledgeable
Member Service

Representatives.
L 2

We're still making loans!

IN YOUR HOME??

Mike Hughes

Mike Hughes -1 339-883-9259

Serving People who live and/or work in Essex, Middlesex & Suffolk Counties.

— K
P
A& >
arsrsrey
<4« CREDIT UNION

“Dedicated to Our Members”

947 WESTERN AVE., LYNN, MA 01905

Visit us at: www.rwcu.com
We Are Fluent in English,
Spanish & Italian.

181-599-0096


http:www.hilltopsteakhouse.com
http:everyone�.We
http://www.rwcu.com
http://www.hilltopsteakhouse.com
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Equitable Bank:
[nvesting In Lynn

LYNN
—

Your options for banking services have
never been better. Internet banking lets
you reach out and touch your money, no
matter where it is or you are. ATM’s give
you instant access. Debit cards save you
from having to carry cash or checks. And
these services are available from your
local bank on up to the international
mega-banks.

Equitable is proud to be Lynn’s local
bank. Our employees and officers are
your neighbors. We have a vested interest
in seeing that Lynn thrives. We’d like to
be your bank of choice. We’d like to help
you keep your money working for you
and your community.

Our loan department offers first-time
homebuyers a welcome incentive, and
our deposit accounts are insured in full.
We’ve introduced our Financial Planning
Resources program, offering a link to a

local financial advisor who can help you
navigate the options available to help you
plan your financial future.

Our commercial banking department
offers a variety of general business bank-
ing services, including small business
loans, lines of credit and construction
and development loans. We even offer an
Equitable Bank Corporate Debit Card so
that your business can move as fast as it
needs to to compete.

Equitable Bank is a Share Insurance
Fund (SIF) and Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (FDIC) member and
Equal Housing Lender.

Since 1877, Equitable Bank has devel-
oped a reputation as a solid, conservative,
dependable institution. We have a lot to
offer. Call 781-599-5600, click to Equitable-
Bank.com, or visit one of offices-at 400
Broadway in Lynn or 28 Nahant Road in
Nahant-and let us know how we can
assist with your banking needs.

ITEM PHOTO / MIKE GENDALL

Diane Larson, Eric Stille, Kevin Silva and Travis Luscomb pose in front of Larson’s Auto-
motive Service, 289 Lynn St. in South Peabody.

Larson’s Automotive Service
endures, welcomes new clients

PEABODY
I

By MIKE GENDALL
FoOR THE ITEM

The first thing customers are likely to notice
when they pull up at Larson’s Automotive Ser-
vice, Inc. in South Peabody is a large banner
stretched above the dual garage doors of this
quaint mechanic shop.

“We Love You John Larson!!!” it reads, except
the word “love” is replaced by a heart symbol.

It is an unusual introduction to a mechanic’s
shop, the sort of place that you don’t really
expect to see outward and explicit displays of
adoration.

But once you step inside and talk to the four

people who comprise Larson’s Automotive Ser-
vice, Inc., it makes perfect sense. John Larson,
who opened the 289 Lynn St. garage with his wife
more than 20 years ago, passed away after a
courageous two-year battle with heart disease
last August.

This is a tight-knit family business still recov-
ering from John’s death, and even as owner and
manager Diane Larson, John’s wife, wants to get
out the word that for the first time since John
became seriously ill they are again accepting
new clients, she wants John’s memory and lega-
cy recognized as well.

“John was always a mechanic,” she says. “It is

See LARSON’S
PAGE D4

LARSON’S
AUTOMOTIVE

289 Lynn St. (at Brown’s Pond) South Peabody

978.530.1111

We are proud to announce the addition of our
new employees

TRAVIS LUSCOMB
(formerly of Colonial Cadillac & Saturn)

ERICSTILLE
(formerly of West Lynn Service)

They bring over 30 years experience to our Team
Offering Quality Automotive Service
for you and your vehicle

OIL CHANGES, TUNE-UP, BRAKES,
ALIGNMENT, CHECK ENGINE LIGHTS,
TIMING BELTS

and more, including an awesome maintenance program
We at Larson’s Service of Peabody
are your dealership alternative to all your factory
maintenance needs.

Call for APPOINTMENT
978.530.1111 M-F « 8:30-5pm
www.larsonsservice.com

Now accepting new clients
Please help us pass the word!

SERVICE



http:www.larsonsservice.com
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what he wanted to do, lived his
life for, and we are all better for
it.”

At Larson’s Automotive Ser-
vice, Diane and John Larson
have long thought of servicing
their customers in the fashion
of a doctor’s office or a dentist’s
office — their clients are
encouraged to come in and
have their automobiles exposed
to a routine checkup every six
months.

It’s a philosophy Larson says
she and her husband pio-
neered, and one she’s proud to
continue in his absence.

“We were one of the first peo-
ple who posted that theory,”
she says. “We see them twice a
year. It’s great. It’s painless. It’s
a great program.”

Fresh after adding two new
hires, experienced mechanics
Travis Luscomb and Eric Stille,
Larson is eager to bring in new
clients, as their slower volume
of business during John’s ill-
ness and the economic reces-
sion have taken their toll.

In addition to their small,
dedicated staff and philosophy
of routine checkups, Larson
hopes a new rust-proofing pro-
gram she has recently begun
offering will help bring cus-
tomers in as well.

4
To schedule an
appointment with

Larson’s Automotive
Service, 289 Lynn St.,

Peabody, South
Peabody, call Diane

at 978-530-1111.

*

According to Larson, they are
the only shop in the area to
offer rust-proofing from Corro-
sion FREE, a Canadian compa-
ny whose unique product Lar-
son says is “definitely saving
our clients’ cars.”

For all the transition in the
past two years, though, Larson
is excited to announce Larson’s
Automotive  Service, Inc.
should remain a family busi-
ness for a long time to come.
Kevin Silva, who joined the
staff back in 2000 and is now
the shop foreman, is also her
son-in-law-to-be.

“He’s a great shop foreman,”
Larson says. “You cannot find a
better facility My guys are
absolutely top-notch.”

Larson’s Automotive Service,
289 Lynn St. in South Peabody,
is now accepting new clients.
To schedule an appointment,
call Diane at 978-530-1111.

REVERE

FROM PAGE D1

tax incentives to new and
expanding businesses and
speeding up the process of
obtaining city permits to
build and operate businesses.

“This conveys to developers
that Revere has cut out some
red tape,” she said.

BJ’s Wholesale Club’s deci-
sion to open a 125,000 Revere
store paralleled the Channel
development, including the
relocation of a Registry of
Motor Vehicles branch from
Melrose to Revere, project
this month.

Even with the arrival of
these big developments on the
local business landscape,
Leone said small businesses
are “getting more resourceful
and creative.”

The Jewelry Box on Broad-
way has expanded into buy-

ing jewelry from customers as
well as selling. Cove Lounge
proprietor Marty Dolan has
expanded his entertainment
and catering businesses by
offering Monday night sup-
pers” He will be the featured
cook for the Chamber’s Texas
Hold ‘Em event April 24 at the
Beachmont Veterans of For-

eign Wars post.
““When life serves you
lemons, make lemon-aid’

seems to be a motivating
mantra,” Leone said.

The city still hopes it can
introduce zoning changes in
North Revere aimed at
encouraging commercial
development adjacent to the
Overlook Ridge housing com-
plex. City Council members
think Overlook residences
could prove to be an expense
to the city by attracting fami-
lies who enroll children in
local schools.

PROGRESS 2009

Lynn shopkeepers rely on local support

By MATT BELLIVEAU
For THE ITEM

With economic news seem-
ingly getting dimmer each day,
small businesses are relying
more than ever on local con-
sumers.

Salvy Migliaccio, owner of
the Lynn florist shop named
after his late father, “Salvy the
Florist,” says national floral
companies are “sucking the
wind out of the florist busi-
ness.”

While the shop's sales have
remained steady throughout
its 62 years, Migliaccio admits
newly developed online dealers
have proved to be a hindrance
on his business and hopes that
face-to-face contact, choosing
suitable flowers and keeping
money local are more impor-
tant to shoppers than the
cheap, fast and easy deals.

“Those businesses are not
florists, I call them 'flower gath-
erers'. They're national brands
aggressively pursuing my cur-
rent and potential customers,”
said Migliaccio, a former Lynn
city councilor. “The customer
who orders the flowers online
doesn't realize that company is
tacking on a commissioner and
passing the order to a local
florist, like me, to fill the order.”

After multiple publications
predicted a massive drop-off in
Valentine's Day spending,
Migliaccio said the company
spent the two weeks before Feb.
14 aggressively buying and
pricing their flowers.

“Our expectations weren't
very high, quite frankly,” said
Migliaccio. “But we did well,
we were able to keep the cost

ITEM PHOTO / OWEN O'ROURKE

Salvy Migliaccio, owner of Salvy the Florist at 793 Western Ave., is shown in his shop.

and price pretty low and pass
that along to our customers.”

Leslie Gould, president and
CEO of the Lynn Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (LACC), said
it's especially essential during
the recession for local residents
to support their local business-
es.

“The business and residen-
tial communities go hand-in-
hand and one has to help the
other,” Gould said. “During
these tough economic times we

need to take care of our com-
munity so the products and
services are around even in
good times.”

According to Alan Piccole,
owner of Mr. Specs in Lynn,
small businesses like his actu-
ally hold an advantage over
larger companies.

“We're able to make adjust-
ment a lot quicker than the big
businesses. I don't need to
answer to stockholders or have
things voted on in commit-

tees,” Piccole said. “We're able
to make changes mid-stream
that serve in the best interest of
our customers.”

According to Piccole, Mr.
Specs has held up well against
the bigger companies.

“We get nervous every time
we see a chain open up, but
we've been able to outlast most
of them,” Piccole said. “We
actually have seen a lot of our

See SHOPS
PAGE D9

Brotherhood Credit Union celebrating 75th anniversary

Brotherhood Credit Union is proud to
announce that it is celebrating its 75th
anniversary. To commemorate this his-
torical accomplishment BCU will hold
an open house from May 1st-8th, 2009 at
both their Lynn and Marblehead loca-
tions. Light refreshments, promotional
giveaways, and an unprecedented rate

Call 781 '5 99'2200

85 EXChange Street, I—ynn www.FarquharAndBlack.com

Farguhar & Black

Complete Insurance Analysis

A Policy for every need!

Our customers enjoy the expert advice of insurance
professionals. Drop in soon... we'd be most happy to go over
your existing insurance coverage (at no expense to you). It
really is amazing how many people neglect their important
insurance coverage. Insurance which was applicable five
years ago is, in most cases, sadly neglected today! Please,
don't put off till tomorrow what you can do today... tomorrow
may be too late for your protection.

Porth Stiore
scuce 1554

Discounts for

» Multiple Policies

» Multiple Autos

» Good Students

* Renewal Credits

» Safe Drivers

LYNN
—

on their new Diamond Checking
Account will be offered. This incredible
rate cannot be matched by anyone in the
area and cannot be disclosed at the cur-
rent time because it won’t be available
until May 1st. Visit Brotherhood Credit
Union’s web site at www.brotherhood-
creditunion.org in the next few weeks to
get more information regarding the Dia-

mond Checking Account. From their
humble beginnings of less than $100 in
assets in 1934, Brotherhood Credit
Union has grown to over $100,000,000 in
75 years by serving its local community
as a full service financial institution.
With strong reserves and money to lend
Brotherhood Credit Union is looking
forward to the next 75 years.

r = = — — Finance or Refinance Your New or Pre-Ouned Vehicle!- - - - -

Same low rate
Apply by phone
Same day approval

Become a member...
It you live or work in Essex, Suffolk,
Norfolk or Middlesex counties.

254 HUMPHREY ST, MARBLEHEAD
181-631-2854

or call toll free 1-888-228-5966

www.brotherhoodcreditunion.org

TWO LOCATIONS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
75 MARKET ST., LYNN
781-598-5595

VN
DR

Esoblhed
1934

g

A

LENDER

I *Al vates are determined by your personal credit history. 4.74% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) as of Feb. 1, 200 is for applicants with the best credit score, and '
1 is subject to change. Model years 2006 or newer. 93% financing avaiable for new cars; 100% financing up to the loan value listed in the N.AD.A. Official Used '
1 Car Guide for used cars. Monthly payments per $1,000 borrowed for 24 months are $43.76; for 36 months are $29.85; for 48 months are $22.91: and 60 months '
1 {new cars only) are $18.75. There will be an additional charge of $25.00 for VI insrance. No refinancing of existing Brotherhood Credit Union Car loans.


http:creditunion.org
www.brotherhood-With
http://www.FarquharAndBlack.com
http://www.brotherhoodcreditunion.org
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Peter Mikedis, owner of Sidekim Foods, is shown in front of his delivery vehicles outside his rapidly growing Lynn catering business.

Sidekim Foods sees phenomenal growth in first year

By MIKE GENDALL
For THE ITEM

As a rule, the past twelve months or so
have seen businesses decline and not
grow. Companies going out of business
seem much more prevalent than compa-
nies starting up.

But there are exceptions to every rule,
and perhaps none more exceptional than
the case of Sidekim Foods.

Peter Mikedis, who had previously run
what he called the largest meals-on-
wheels company in Boston, opened
Sidekim Foods (“Sidekim” is “Mikedis”
spelled in reverse) in Lynn on Feb. 4, 2008,
offering prepared meals and snacks to
clients ranging from senior centers to pri-
vate schools to daycare programs.

Fourteen months later, in the midst of
the worst recession the country has seen

‘When we started last year we were producing 197 meals a day,
and today we’re over 2,000. The way it looks like right now, we
should be well up over 4,000 meals a day come October.’

PeETER MIKEDIS
owner; Sidekim Foods

in years, business has increased at an
alarming rate.

“When we started last year we were pro-
ducing 197 meals a day, and today we’re
over 2,000,” Mikedis says. “The way it
looks like right now, we should be well up
over 4,000 meals a day come October.”

Mikedis has a few theories as to why his
start-up has been such a bright exception.

“First , it’s our quality and the passion
that we have for what we do,” he says.
“Our meals are healthier and I think peo-
ple see in our service and how we present
our meals that we care.”

Nothing on Sidekim’s menu includes
any processed foods or canned ingredi-
ents, he adds. Everything is made from
scratch, “and we do it at the right price.”

For all the growth Sidekim Foods has
already experienced, Mikedis says they’re
not done growing yet.

He is planning on taking on an addi-
tional 4,000-6,000 square feet at his
Sanderson Avenue address. Already
delving into corporate and social cater-
ing to augment their primary opera-
tions — Mikedis says he booked 11 dif-
ferent functions serving 100-300 people
each in just two days last week — he
also hopes to “branch out” into the pub-
lic school districts, nursing homes and
assisted living centers by 2010.

“It’s rewarding to do what we’re doing
and knowing we’re keeping 15 people
employed and, hopefully, by October
we’ll have employed another 11 people,”
he says. “It’s a good thing, given what’s
going on around us. I'm very happy with
where we are and our progress.”

In Association with FREEDMAN EYE CENTER

Total Cost for selected frames
and single vision

lenses, with scratch coating.
(Lines Bi-focals $30 additional)

e Under $200
* Personalized Service

FRAMES

BCBS, Harvard Pilgrim, Tufts, and many other
Insurance discounts accepted.

All prescriptions welcomed ¢« Most filled within 24 hours

781-595-1222
THE GOLD OFFICE BUILDING

990 Paradise Road, Vinnin Square Area, Swampscott
Hours: Mon. 9am - 6pm; Tues. through Fri. 9am-5:30pm; Sat: 9am-1pm

NEIL R. DRISCOLL
THOMAS J. FREEMAN

Attormneys At Law

PERSONAL INJURIES

e Auto Accidents

¢ Medical Malpractice
e Worker’s Comp

e Wills & Trusts

e Estates

e Criminal

e Divorce

e Real Estate

DRISCOLL, FREEMAN, & ASSOCIATES

THE EDISON
85 Exchange St., Suite 318
Route 1A « Lynn, Massachusetts 01901

SE HABLA ESPANOL
FREE CONSULTATION

/81-599-4014
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Lynn GE employees
recognized with top
engineering awards

LYNN

Several local engineers recently earned
prestigious GE awards based on their sig-
nificant technical contributions and inno-
vation in aerospace propulsion. The hon-
ors were presented during Aviation's annu-
al Engineering Recognition Day ceremony.

During the event top engineers/engi-
neering teams were selected for eight
awards recognizing outstanding technical
achievements in the areas of creativity,
state-of-the-art advances, product enhance-
ments, cycle-time reductions, process
improvements and Six Sigma quality
accomplishments.

The top award, known as the Donald F.
"Truly" Warner Award, was presented to
Eliot Sterling in recognition for his 50+
years of dedicated service and Kkey
achievements in aircraft engine bearing
and lube system designs. Sterling has con-
tributed to every Lynn engine model and
he continually contributes his knowledge
and expertise to both new product develop-
ment and field problem/root cause investi-
gations.

The winner of the 2009 Dr. Sanford A.
Moss Memorial Award was the team
responsible for the successful completion
of the Presidential Helicopter core engine
test. Team members are Tony Gallotto,
Jack Gingras, David Hyde, Paul LeBlanc,
Robert Parks and Patrick Willwerth.

This team's achievement resulted in
meeting a key customer commitment to

certify the CT7-8E stage 1 and stage 2 GGT
blades for the VH-71 Presidential helicop-
ter, plus advancements to core engine test-
ing methodology. Other GE engine pro-
grams are leveraging their process
enhancements and lessons-learned.

GE Aviation is a world-leading provider
of commercial and military jet engines
and components as well as integrated digi-
tal, electric power, and mechanical systems
for aircraft. GE Aviation also has a global
service network to support these offerings.

The mainstay products of the Lynn facil-
ity are the T'700 helicopter engine and F414
fighter jet engine on the military side, and
the CF34 for commercial aviation. The
facility also makes specific components for
all engines in the GE portfolio.

The mainstay products of the Lynn facility are the
T700 helicopter engine and F414 fighter jet engine on the
military side, and the CF34 for commercial aviation.
The facility also makes specific components for all
engines in the GE portfolio.

High Rock Tower And Observatory

The season for the 85-foot high High Rock Tower Observatory in Lynn opens
this month. The High Rock telescope also enables visitors to investigate the
craters, valleys and hills of the moon’s surface, distinguish between the dif-
ferent star formations and obtain a better appreciation and understanding of
basic astronomy. To visit the observatory call 781-599-1444. The 2009
schedule is as follows:

Tuesday April 28 2009
Tuesday May 26 2009
Tuesday June 30 2009
Tuesday August 4 2009
Tuesday September 8 2009
Tuesday October 6 2009
Monday November 2 2009

8:30 PM Saturm and The Moon
8:30 PM Saturn and The Moon
9:00 PM Saturn and The Moon
9:00 PM Jupitor and The Moon
9:00 PM Jupiter and The Moon
9:00 PM Jupiter and The Moon
9:00 PM Jupiter and A Full Moon

Proud to be part

of the North Shore business community

1000 Western Ave., Lynn MA

Lynn Water & Sewer Commission
1S

DELIVERING
CLEAN QUALITY
DRINKING WATER

The Lynn Water & Sewer Commission is proud to
provide the residents of Lynn with the best drinking
water in the state. Lynn’s state-of-the-art Raymond

F. Reardon Memorial Water Treatment Plant meets all
of the federal and state mandates to protect the
public health. The Commission has been the
recipient of awards from the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection for providing Lynn residents top
quality drinking water.

LYNN

WATER & SEWER
COMMISSION

400 Parkland Ave. Telephone (781) 596-2400
Lynn, MA 01905 Emergency (781) 596-2406
www.lynnwatersewer.org



http://www.lynnwatersewer.org
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Lynn Water and Sewer Commission
touts Its prize-winning water quality

LYNN

By MIKE GENDALL
For THE ITEM

The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection hasn’t announced its
2008 Public Water System
awards yet, but Dan O’Neill
wouldn’t be the least bit sur-
prised if Lynn wins.

O’Neill, executive director of
the Lynn Water & Sewer Com-
mission, says 2008 would mark
the third year in a row Lynn
has claimed a prize for its
drinking water placing in the
top five percent in the state in
a combined analysis of such
factors as treatment, distribu-
tion, number of violations and
compliance to regulations.

The Lynn Water & Sewer
Commission won awards in
2003 and 2004 as well, and the
workers here are proud of that
fact. Lynn tap water seems to
be the desktop drink of choice
here, as opposed to coffee or
soda, and plaques from all five
years adorn the wall across
from the receptionist’s desk in
the lobby of their Parkland
Avenue office.

What makes the water in
Lynn so outstanding? One rea-
son is evident just from look-
ing out the window - tap water
in Lynn comes from four near-
by reservoirs, including
Breeds Pond, just a stone’s
throw from O’Neill’s office.

That short distance matters,
O’Neill says.

Some other area communi-
ties get their water from Quab-
bin Reservoir, way out in cen-
tral Massachusetts, and
according to O’Neill they
sometimes suffer the conse-

quences.
“Their water travels miles
and miles underground,”

O’Neill says. “We have our

ITEM PHOTO / MIKE GENDALL

Jeffrey Mercer tests for chlorine residual in outgoing drinking water at the water treatment
plant on Parkland Avenue in Lynn.

Any mineral despots and solids are
allowed to settle out in the storage system.
Both our storage, our distribution and our
treatment are all capable of providing
pure, pristine water.’

DAN O’NEILL
executive director, Lynn Water & Sewer Commission

own reservoir system. ... My
water is coming from across
the street to Lynnfield and to
Lewis Street and to Boston
Street.”

Lynn Water and Sewer Com-
mission’s four reservoirs —
Breeds Pond, Birch Pond,
Walden Pond and Hawkes
Pond — have a combined

potential capacity of 4.2 bil-
lion gallons of water.

An important part of the
process, O’Neill says, is the
sedimentation that takes
place in those reservoirs.
From there, the water is
pumped into the commis-
sion’s ‘“ultra-modern direct
filtration system.”

“Any mineral despots and
solids are allowed to settle out
in the storage system,” he
says, which helps keep the
water from appearing cloudy.
“Both our storage, our distri-
bution and our treatment are
all capable of providing pure,
pristine water.”

Item Classifieds Work
(731) 881-1960

Lynn Drug
Task Force

HOTLINE:

24 Hrs/Day
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All Care Visiting Nurse Assn. of Greater Lynn
Barry & O’Connor Insurance, Inc.

Beden Hardware

Bradley, Moore, Primason, Cuffe & Weber, LLP
Bridgewell

Comcast

Community Credit Union

Thomas P. Costin Jr.

Crowninshield Management Corp.

East Coast Seafood, Inc.

Eastern Bank

Edison Realty, LLC

Farquhar & Black Insurance

Girls Incorporated of Lynn

Grant Communications Consulting Group
Greater Lynn Senior Services

Hall Company

Harbor Companies, Inc.

A. James Lynch Insurance

Lynn Area Chamber of Commerce

Lynn Community Health Center

Lynn Ladder & Scaffolding Co., Inc.

Mayo Group

Neighborhood Development Associates, Lynn
North Shore Community College

Old Neighborhood Foods

Project COPE

RCGLLC

RFC Financial Services

Rima Enterprises DBA McDonald’s of Lynn
St. Jean’s Credit Union

Scangas Realty

Serving People In Need (SPIN)

Shafner; Keating & Cuffe

Solimine, Landergan & Richardson Funeral Homes
Solomon Metals Corp.

Sovereign Bank New England

Standard Associates

The Daily Item

Union Hospital

Velocity Print Solutions

Wayne Alarm Systems, Inc.

Willow Laboratories

Wood & Associates Insurance, Inc.

LBP

Lynn
Business
Partnership, Inc.
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Photos of the new Lynn Veterans Memorial Auditorium at Lynn City Hall, where the 80s rock sensation Foreigner will rock the house on May 1.

New Veterans Memorial Auditorium is first-class arts venue

LYNN

By MIKE GENDALL
For THE ITEM

If you ask Community Develop-
ment Director James Marsh, the
city of Lynn has come a long way
in the last few decades, and an
example of its progress is the first-
class Veterans Memorial Auditori-
um at Lynn City Hall.

Roughly 30 years after the city all
but shut down the auditorium due
to budget constraints, the historic
theatre is now in its fourth year of
operations.

The theatre, Marsh says, has
become a linchpin for the eco-
nomic revitalization of down-
town — a place he said you would-
n’t feel safe walking around just
twenty years ago.

Marsh, the former chief of staff
to Mayor Edward J. Clancy Jr,
oversaw the renovation of the audi-
torium which began after Clancy
took office in 2002.

“We both saw it as just another

‘It’s a thing that makes
you feel good about Lynn.’

JAMES MARSH

Lynn Community
Development Director

Lynn diamond-in-the-rough’ sitting
there unused,” Marsh recalls. “I
didn’t know the first thing about
running an auditorium and just
started picking away at it.”

After securing two $250,000
grants — one from the state and
one from the federal government -
the city replaced or restored almost
every single piece of the auditori-
um, from the seats to the curtains
to the rigging to the brass water
fountains, which no longer worked
and needed to be polished.

The result is a 2,072-seat state-of-
the-art auditorium that has shown
an ability to bring just that number
into downtown Lynn on its best
nights — and many of them into
Lynn’s downtown restaurants and
other businesses as well.

“It’s a very affordable night out
or weekend show for people when
the money’s really tight,” Marsh
says, inviting comparisons to more
expensive trips into Boston or to
Foxboro for a Patriots game. “Even
to the movie theatres, with how
much you're paying for a box of
M&M’s — here at the concessions,
it’s like a two-dollar beer.”

Since reopening in 2006, the audi-
torium has hosted such entertain-
ers as Keith Lockhart & The Boston
Pops, Peter Paul & Mary, The Doo-
dlebops and Animal Planet’s Jeff
Corwin.

The 80s rock band Foreigner is
set to play the auditorium on
May 1.

Future performances, Marsh
said, will include the Nutcracker
and the U2 cover band Joshua Tree.
The auditorium is also looking to
book Bill Cosby, Journey and a
return of the Boston Pops.

“It’s a thing that makes you feel
good about Lynn,” he says. “People
are really excited about it.”

For
tickets to
Foreigner,
Friday, May 1,
at Veterans
Memorial
Auditorium in Lynn
City Hall, go online
to ticketmaster.com
or visit City Hall during
regular business
hours.
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SHOPS

FROM PAGE D4

customers who had left us for bigger
brands return because they weren't
being treated right.”

In preparation for economic storm
being forecasted, some local compa-
nies have adopted the wait-and-see
approach.

Attwill Furniture of Lynn has
spent the last 80 years restoring fur-
niture new and old. Owner Ronald
Trapasso says while business has
slowed, “the phone is still ringing.”

“In a way, we actually tend to be
busy during tough times,” said Tra-
passo, who bought the business 30
years ago. “When times are tough,
people tend to want to repair things
rather than throw them away and
buy something new.”

Trapasso is now the sole employee
of Atwill, which at one time

employed six.

“Everyone's running scared right
now, but there's nothing much we can
do,” he said. “But we're going to
remain optimistic.”

Migliaccio is taking a more-aggres-
sive approach.

“Everyone's been affected by the
economy, but we're past that. Now it's
about how we deal with it,” he said.

Unable to compete with the amount
of advertising revenue at the dispos-
al of national florists, Migliaccio said
the floral shop will focus its advertis-
ing locally, hoping to “re-establish”
their product within the city.

“The worst thing that could happen
would be for our customer to feel
uncertain about our future as a busi-
ness. We're in our 47th year; we're
going to be around for another 47.

“Lynn has been great to us,” added
Migliaccio, who began working at
the shop at 11-years-old. “I was raised
out here, our business grew here, we

ZIMMAN’S

FROM PAGE D8

put our Kkids
through college
here, it's a great
city to live in, and
it's a great city to
do business in.”

According to the
U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administra-
tion, small busi-
nesses represent
over 99.7 of all
employer firms and employ over half
of all private sector employees.

While she understands local con-
sumers need for variety, Gould warns
shoppers of the effect their choices
can have.

“Choosing to shop or eat out of
town could add up to hundreds of
thousands of dollars lost to the local
economy,” she said. “Money that
could be given back to the communi-
ty in some way, shape or form.”

Gould

Ronald Trapasso, owner of Atwill Furniture on Essex Street, Lynn,
works to restore a Heppelwhite table built in 1810

Read
Chris Stevens’
Food Column

Each
Wednesday

Over 100
categories
that will sell
it fast!
Item
Classified
Ads
581-1960

The Edison:
Best address
in Lynn

Catering

A professional function coordinator will assist you with a theme, linens,
entertainment, and flowers along with a classically trained chef to pre-
pare a menu to make your event a day to remember.

From Continental Breakfast to boxed lunches, clam bakes, company

barbeques, or cocktail receptions, we will ensure a truly memorable
dining experience for all. Ask about our

ECONOMIC CRISIS BOX LUNCH

Real Passion For Real Food
For Real People

Taste the Difference

REAL Food Makes:
v/ REAL Choice
v/ REAL Service
v/ REAL Good

Agganis Foundation
Alford & Bertrand, LLC

The Edison 85 Exchange St., Lynn, MA 01901
The Edison is proud to host these businesses:

Gregg Neighborhood House

Association, Inc.
Jane Jamgotchian

Consists of:

A Sandwich

Fresh Fruit $6. 00

gOttlie.d Water pp plus tax
o0Kie 20 person min

Condiments

Book your Graduation Party Early!
Dates are rapidly filling up!

Architectural Renovations
Harry Beratis, D.D.S.
Bethune Group

Bradley Moore Primason
Cuffe & Weber, LLP

Attorney William Campbell
Kevin Calnan, Attorney

Driscoll, Freeman &
Associates, Attorneys

East Coast Housing
Farquhar & Black Insurance

Grant Communications
Consulting Group

Irving Kane, Attorney

Lynn Business Partnership
Robert Marder, Attorney
NSBHC, T.C.P.

Olde Towne Construction
RFC Financial Services
Techevolution

Stephen Judge, Attorney
Stephen O’Malley, Attorney
Stephen Smith, Attorney
Stephen Walsh, Attorney
Todd Siegel, Attorney
Pedro Beato, Attorney

Call 781-593-2730 for leasing information.

School Nutrition

We provide a fresh & wholesome meals for Schools &
Childcare nutrition programs.

Senior Nutrition

We serve up healthy meals for our seniors, this is what they are saying
about Sidekim Foods;

“please just keep sending your delicious food” “my sister attends the
programs and she loves the food”.

Sidekim Foods
82 Sanderson Avenue, Suite #112, Lynn, MA 01902
781.595. FOOD tel 781.596.FOOD fax
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